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RESOLUTION 455

on

SUPPORTING NATO'S POST-INF TREATY DEFENCE AND
DETERRENCE POSTURE’

The Assembly,

1. Recognising that the Alliance’s populations and territories, particularly its eastern territories, as
well as neighbouring countries, already face significant and escalating conventional and hybrid threats;

2. Alert to efforts by states such as North Korea and Iran to develop new, powerful, and precise
ballistic and cruise missile systems and, given these countries’ disregard for international law and
potential willingness to arm these weapons with nuclear warheads, concerned about the threat that this
poses to international security;

3. Aware of China’s renewed focus on its nuclear capabilities to enhance the size, robustness,
precision, and mobility of its nuclear systems and recognising that China’s efforts to modernise and
expand its nuclear arsenal threaten to destabilise international peace and security;

4, Concerned about Russia’s concerted efforts to modernise its existing strategic and tactical
nuclear forces and troubled by its endeavours to develop new destabilising nuclear weapons with the
goal of overwhelming any defences against them;

5. Emphasising the dangers associated with Russia’s renewed focus on nuclear weapons
development, as illustrated by recent incidents involving Russia’s experimental nuclear weapons
systems;

6. Underscoring that Russia’s use of aggressive nuclear rhetoric, the combination of conventional
and nuclear elements in its military exercising, and the continued ambiguity of its nuclear doctrine signal
a potentially lower threshold for the use of nuclear weapons;

7. Regretting that these developments demonstrate Russia’s determination to use nuclear
weapons as a key means to assert its position as a global power;

8. Underlining that, despite the Budapest Memorandum, which guarantees the respect of
Ukraine’s existing borders, security and sovereignty, Russia’s attack on Ukraine, its subsequent
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annexation of Crimea and occupation of certain territories of Donetsk and Luhansk regions has
undermined global nuclear non-proliferation efforts;

9. Reprehending Russia’s preparations for deployment of nuclear arms in Crimea;

10. Condemning Russian violations of the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, which
had been a pillar of stability in European security for over three decades, and strongly supporting the
United States’ decision to withdraw from the treaty after that country’s extensive efforts to bring Russia
back into compliance;

11. Blaming Russia’s actions for the failure of the INF Treaty and diminished trust and stability within
bilateral arms control frameworks, which may result in negative impacts on future efforts to limit the
development and deployment of nuclear armaments;

12. Underscoring NATO’s decision to respond to the end of the INF Treaty in a "measured and
responsible way" with regard to the deployment of new land-based missiles in Europe;

13. Strongly endorsing the Alliance’s announcement that it will both ensure that its nuclear
deterrent remains safe, secure and effective and explore options to “work on issues” such as: exercises,
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, air and missile defences, and conventional capabilities;

14. Reiterating NATQO’s longstanding commitment to arms control, as stated in the 2018 Brussels
Summit Declaration, and its enduring support for the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT);

15. Noting the ongoing debate about the potential extension of the New Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty (New START), now the only remaining strategic nuclear arms control agreement between the
United States and Russia - which is due to expire in 2021, and encouraging its extension;

16. Affirming that, as long as they exist, nuclear weapons must remain a core component of the
Alliance’s defence and deterrence posture and that NATO’s nuclear declaratory language must signal
Allies’ preparedness to take the steps necessary to defend themselves;

17. Highlighting that nuclear modernisation efforts by the United States, France, and the
United Kingdom are necessary to ensure the safety and reliability of existing arsenals and to respond
to the evolving nuclear environment, and that they do not contravene these countries' international treaty
commitments and obligations;

18. Underscoring the necessity of maintaining the full complement of NATO’s nuclear deterrence
mission, including Allied support for US forward-deployed nuclear weapons and the systems necessary
for their maintenance and potential deployment;

19. URGES member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance:
a. to continue to support the Alliance’s maintenance of a safe, secure, strong, capable, and

survivable nuclear deterrent as a central pillar of its defence and deterrence policy in order to
ensure the peace and security of Allied populations and territories and to mitigate against the
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dangers of an evolving international security environment characterised by the development and
deployment of modern and destabilising nuclear weapons;

to continue the investments necessary to modernise existing nuclear systems and their
supporting infrastructures across the full complement of NATO’s nuclear mission, including the
maintenance of US forward-deployed nuclear weapons;

to stand behind and adequately resource new defence and deterrence measures taken by the
Alliance in response to the evolving post-INF Treaty security environment, including increased
exercises, intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, air and missile defences, and
conventional capabilities;

to educate their populations about the indispensable nature of the Alliance’s nuclear capabilities
within its broader defence and deterrence posture and, therefore, about the necessity of
providing sufficient resources to maintain safe and reliable nuclear capabilities;

to support NATO’s efforts to maintain the NPT as the cornerstone of the global nuclear
non-proliferation regime to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and to encourage other states
to join international arms control, disarmament, and non-proliferation initiatives reflecting the
nuclear weapons environment that Allies seek to mitigate for the sake of broader international
peace and security.




