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Dear reader,

2019 was a year to celebrate, a year to reflect, and a year to look ahead. 

On 4 April 1949, twelve of our nations came together to form the strongest alliance in recent history. Members of the 
Assembly joined in the celebrations organised throughout 2019 to mark NATO’s 70th anniversary, from the Foreign 
Ministers’ meeting in Washington in April to the Leaders’ Meeting in London in December. They also took the opportunity 
of this anniversary to reflect on the state of the Alliance. 

Seventy years on, NATO remains the bedrock of our nations’ security and a beacon of stability for our partners. Our 
Alliance is strong because we stand united in our military, economic, and technological prowess. Our Alliance is strong 
because we have made a vow to defend each other. But our Alliance is strongest because we share a commitment to the 
values of democracy, individual liberty, human rights, and the rule of law. These values must remain our compass. We 
must protect them and resolutely counter those who seek to undermine the democratic foundations of our societies and 
institutions. This was one of the key messages Assembly members highlighted in all their deliberations on the occasion 
of NATO’s 70th anniversary. 

Media headlines in 2019 often emphasised disagreements among Allies and their negative impact on Allied unity. 
Disagreements are not new. Indeed, the Alliance has differed on important issues several times in the past. However, we 
have always worked hard to address these differences, including in the Assembly. We have succeeded every time. And 
we will continue to do so. Our Assembly looks forward to contributing to future reflections on ways to strengthen NATO’s 
political dimension. The fact that we can wrangle with each other and still remain the staunchest of Allies is another 
sign of the strength of our unique bond. NATO brings together diverse democratic societies: it is only natural that we 
sometimes diverge on specific issues. The key to success is that we agree on the fundamental principles, values, and 
goals of the Alliance. 

As Allies, we also agree on the long list of complex challenges we face: an uncooperative and aggressive Russia; instability 
across North Africa, the Middle East, and Central Asia; the persistent threat of terrorism; the challenges of China’s 
rise; the unfinished European and Euro-Atlantic integration process; growing cyber and hybrid threats; disinformation 
and attempts by outside actors to undermine our democratic institutions; and the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction. The list goes on. Indeed, we find ourselves in a particularly complex and unpredictable international security 
environment. The 14 reports produced by the Assembly in 2019 seek to analyse the significance of these challenges for 
our countries and how NATO helps us address them. 

To keep up with the pace of evolving threats, NATO must adapt, as it has throughout its history. The report discusses 
several strands of this adaptation and presents some of the Assembly’s key recommendations on the way forward. 

This adaptation requires increased defence spending. Our Assembly – which brings together national legislators – naturally 
plays an important role in discussions on defence budgets and burden sharing within the Alliance. Our regular and lively 
debates have certainly helped bring our positions closer together. I am extremely pleased that non-US Allied defence 
spending has increased in the last five years. As a result, we are now investing over 130 billion US dollars more in defence. 

Most of the credit for the achievements outlined in this report goes to my immediate predecessor: Madeleine Moon of the 
United Kingdom, who served as the NATO PA’s President until the UK general election on 12 December 2019. I want to 
express my profound appreciation for her contribution to the Assembly, not only as President, but also as a key member 
of the Defence and Security Committee. 

FOREWORD BY THE PRESIDENT 
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Mrs Moon strengthened the relationships with non-member delegations and, in particular, the delegations from Georgia 
and Ukraine – both of which aspire to become members of NATO. The fundamentals of our enduring Alliance are the 
reason why partnership and, for some, NATO membership remain attractive propositions. I hope that by the time you 
read this report, we will have welcomed North Macedonia as NATO’s 30th Ally. We have also built up highly constructive 
relations with colleagues and other partners beyond our Alliance, notably in Africa, the Middle East, and Central Asia. I 
am also pleased to see continuing progress on much needed NATO-EU cooperation. 

During her tenure, Mrs Moon also reinvigorated the Assembly’s public outreach efforts. NATO exists to defend our 
populations. Yet I share Mrs Moon’s concern that, in many of our nations, the public remains unaware of the role NATO 
plays in addressing the threats and challenges we face. I have been very much encouraged, however, that the Assembly’s 
members used the 70th anniversary year to talk to their constituents about security, defence, and NATO. Public support 
is essential to strong defence and resilience. We must devote particular attention to our younger generation. Our Alliance 
is about their future, not just their past. 

Members of this Assembly are particularly well positioned to raise awareness. Our membership is incredibly diverse. Each 
member brings in a unique perspective, as befits an Alliance of democratic nations. Here, I would like to congratulate  
Mrs Moon for her role in promoting an equal role for women in peace, security, and defence. As President, I will encourage 
further mainstreaming of gender issues in our work and a fairer representation of women among our membership and officers. 

It is truly a great honour for me to serve as the Assembly’s President. During my tenure of office, I will work tirelessly to 
further enhance the vitally important transatlantic relationship.

I sincerely hope this report gives you a taste of the breadth and the depth of the Assembly’s role in reinforcing the unique 
ties that bind Europe and North America and legislators’ role in ensuring that together our countries are better prepared 
to keep our societies safe.

Attila Mesterhazy (Hungary)*
Acting President of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly

*  Attila Mesterhazy was appointed Acting President of the NATO PA in December 2019. He has been a member of the Hungarian parliament since 2004  
and joined the NATO Parliamentary Assembly in 2006. Previously, Mr Mesterhazy held a number of other important Assembly positions, including Vice-President, 
Sub-Committee Chairperson, and Committee Rapporteur.

Then-President Madeleine Moon (United Kingdom) 
addressing a Joint Seminar in Antalya, Turkey in 
April 2019

President Attila Mesterhazy (Hungary) chairing a 
roundtable at Allied Command Transformation in 
Norfolk, United States in October 2019
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As NATO celebrated its 70th anniversary throughout 2019, 
the NATO Parliamentary Assembly’s role as a forum 
for broad, open, and forward-looking parliamentary 
dialogue about transatlantic security and defence was 
as important as ever. In 1955, members of parliament 
founded the NATO PA as a body independent from but 
complementary to the intergovernmental North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. It brings together national legislators 
from the 29 – soon 30 – members of NATO as well 
as some 30 parliamentary partners. The Assembly’s 
main mission is to strengthen the transatlantic bond as 
well as promote greater awareness and understanding 
of NATO policies among parliamentarians, thereby 
supporting parliamentary oversight concerning security 
and defence. Crucially, members of the NATO PA, as 
the elected representatives of the people, also embody 
the democratic values and principles upon which NATO  
was founded. 

Parl iaments have a cr it ical role in defence. They 
adopt defence budgets and, in many cases, approve 
the deployment of t roops abroad. Less formally, 
parliamentarians are their voters’ “go-to” persons for 
all policy areas, including defence. Participation in the 
NATO PA provides members of parliament direct access 
to NATO’s political and military leadership. Moreover, 
members gather a wealth of information about NATO and 
transatlantic defence through fact-finding visits, seminars, 
parliamentary hearings, and training programmes. This 
report offers a glimpse of the Assembly’s diverse activities 
and deliberations. The outcome of the Assembly’s 
discussions – its reports, resolutions, as well as the 
summaries of all its public meetings – are available in full 
on the NATO PA website. 

The threats and challenges facing our nations today are 
particularly complex: from Russia’s ongoing aggressive 
policies and actions to the persistence of a global terrorist 
threat; from the rise of China to the misuse of cyber 
space, artificial intelligence, and other new technologies 
for destabilisation; and from continuing instability in 
Africa and the Middle East to disinformation, election 
interference, and other attempts to undermine democratic 
societies. In this blurred and rapidly evolving security 
environment, it is essential to get a sense of the priorities 
of defence policies, distinguish long-term trends from 
short-lived crises, and put tensions and differences into 
historical context for nuance and perspective. 

This is what the Assembly’s work seeks to do and what 
we outline in this report. Some studies focus on the broad 
strategic outlook; others zoom in on specific issues and 
challenges. Some offer a look back at NATO’s past and 
seek to draw lessons; others look towards the future and 
identify emerging trends. 

As the mandate given to the Assembly by its founding 
fathers is broader than NATO’s, its agenda is also 
more diverse. Furthermore, parliamentarians have 
more freedom to publicly discuss internal divisions and 
consider new areas in which NATO’s action could expand. 
At a time when NATO reviews its role as a political 
forum for consultation among Allies, the NATO PA has 
always offered a valuable platform for political dialogue 
complementing governmental diplomacy. Its value also 
lies in its diverse membership that mirrors the political 
balance in each of its member parliaments. As such, the 
Assembly’s composition offers insights into the changing 
face of North American and European politics. 

 PREFACE BY  
THE SECRETARY GENERAL
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The NATO PA’s International Secretariat of 28 permanent 
staff is the Assembly’s support structure. It serves 
both as a think tank or research service specialising on 
transatlantic relations and defence and as the planning 
centre for the Assembly’s 35 to 40 meetings. For the 
past twelve years, the International Secretariat was 
led by David Hobbs from the United Kingdom, whose 
mandate as Secretary General came to an end on  
31 December 2019. David served the Assembly for a 
total of over 35 years in various capacities. Throughout 
this time, he applied all of his experience, expertise, 
professionalism, sharp polit ical insights, sense of 
diplomacy, and profound attachment to the transatlantic 
bond, to help the Assembly navigate through the many 
shifts in international security. It was equally important 
for him to ensure that the NATO PA retained a reputation 
of excellence, integrity, and transparency worthy of the 
investment in taxpayers’ money. This report is therefore 
also a tribute to David’s legacy – a legacy which I intend to 
carry forward into 2020 and beyond.

Ruxandra Popa
Secretary General of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly*

*  Ruxandra Popa (France) took up the position of Secretary General of the 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly in January 2020. She first joined the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly’s International Secretariat in 2005 as Director of the 
Committee on the Civil Dimension of Security, before serving as Deputy Secretary 
General from 2011 to 2019.
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THE MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA

The Euro-Atlantic community’s security, prosperity, 
and stability are directly linked to developments in the  
Middle East, North Africa, and further south. The Assembly 
concentrated its discussions and activit ies on the 
situation in Syria, which continues to reshape the regional 
security map; the multiple challenges Iran poses for the 
transatlantic community; the management of migration 
and refugee flows from the Middle East and Africa; and 
transnational threats, including terrorism, climate change, 
and weapons proliferation.

NATO ADAPTATION & MODERNISATION

NATO’s ability to adapt explains its endurance. Throughout 
its 70-year history, the Alliance has demonstrated the 
remarkable dynamism and flexibility needed to meet 
and overcome ever-changing threats. Today, Allies are 
undergoing crucial adaptations to manage a complex 
spectrum of threats. A range of Assembly reports and 
activities focused, in particular, on NATO’s structural and 
strategic adaptation; investments in modern capabilities; 
defence innovat ion ;  and mainta in ing a c redible 
modern nuclear deterrent capacity as well as robust  
non-proliferation and arms control efforts.

NATO’S MARITIME DIMENSION

As NATO adapts its defence and deterrence posture, Allies 
are paying increasing attention to the maritime domain. 
In 2019, the Assembly zoomed in on NATO’s maritime 
dimension. Key Assembly reports focused on the evolving 

The Presidential Annual Report serves as an 
introduction to the NATO PA, presents its key 
activities in 2019, and supports institutional 
transparency.

NATO@70

In 2019, the North Atlantic Alliance turned 70. The 
Assembly used this milestone to commemorate and 
reflect on the past and the future. Assembly members 
participated in key events, notably the NATO Secretary 
General’s address to a Joint Session of the United States 
Congress, the official celebration by Foreign Ministers, and 
events on the margins of the Leaders’ Meeting in London. 
The Assembly also examined how the Alliance must 
prepare for the next 70 years, including on issues such 
as fairer burden sharing, political and military adaptation, 
strengthening transatlantic relations, and preserving the 
Alliance’s democratic foundations.

RUSSIA’S CONTINUING CHALLENGE 

Relations between NATO and Russia remain tense, as 
the country’s aggressive actions constitute a threat to 
Euro-Atlantic security. Naturally, the Assembly in 2019 
had a firm focus on relations with Russia. Discussions and 
activities explored how to strengthen NATO’s defence and 
deterrence posture on the one hand, and to find ways 
to have meaningful dialogue on the other. While the  
NATO PA expelled the Russian delegation in 2014, the 
Assembly remains open to resuming parliamentary dialogue 
once Russia returns to respecting international laws  
and norms.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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In 2019, the Assembly addressed China’s growing impact 
on Alliance security in a number of activities. Most 
importantly, an Assembly delegation travelled to Beijing 
and Shanghai to understand Chinese perspectives on 
international security.

EDUCATION AND COMMUNICATION ABOUT NATO

NATO’s ability to meet today and tomorrow’s security 
challenges depends on public support in member states. 
It is, therefore, essential to improve and deepen public 
knowledge about NATO’s structures, functions, and 
missions. After a three-year effort, the Assembly’s Working 
Group on Education and Communication about NATO 
finished its work, passing the baton to the Committee on 
the Civil Dimension of Security. A final report gathered an 
impressive amount of best national practices to be shared 
with and possibly replicated in other member states. 
Assembly members also continued to engage with the 
young generation. 

WOMEN IN PEACE, SECURITY, AND DEFENCE

The Assembly remains an avid champion of the  
United Nations agenda on Women in Peace and Security. 
Women must be equal par tners in the pursuit of 
peace and security. Members of parliament can make 
substantial contributions to turn this principle into a reality. 
The Assembly continues to lead by example. In 2019, the 
second progress report on gender considerations within 
the organisation was released. While progress has been 
made, much remains to be done, especially on the gender 
balance within the Assembly’s ranks.

security situation in the North Atlantic and the challenges 
of anti-submarine warfare. Visits to key Allied military 
installations supported this agenda.

THE ALLIANCE IN THE DIGITAL AGE

The NATO PA also put a spotlight on the opportunities 
and challenges of the Digital Age. The Assembly 
examined NATO’s efforts on cyber security, defence, and 
deterrence; the state and future of the digital economy in 
transatlantic relations; and the value and vulnerabilities 
artificial intelligence might bring to military capabilities.

NATO’S OPEN DOOR POLICY

The NATO PA remains a champion of the Open Door policy. 
This year marked the 100 th edition of the Assembly’s  
Rose-Roth seminar series – the Assembly’s flagship 
partnership programme. Throughout the year, the 
Assembly also supported and monitored the process of 
ratification of the Accession Protocol for North Macedonia; 
visited both Georgia and Ukraine to support reform 
processes in these countries; and kept a close eye on the 
political situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, especially in 
the wake of the activation of its Membership Action Plan.

CHINA’S RISE

The Assembly has long recognised that economic and 
security dynamics in Asia exert a growing impact on 
the global order which Europe and North America must 
reckon with. China’s expanding global ambitions have 
been of particular interest for members of the Assembly. 
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part in its activities. Thus, the Assembly complements 
and reinforces NATO’s own programme of partnership  
and cooperation.

Other parliamentary delegations are invited on an ad hoc 
basis. These notably include delegations from Afghanistan, 
Iraq, and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean.

WHAT?

The Assembly’s governing body is the Standing Committee. 
It performs a wide range of political, administrative, 
and financial tasks; it also coordinates the overall work 
of the Assembly. It is composed of the Head of each 
member delegation, the President, the Vice-Presidents,  
the Treasurer, Secretary General, and the Chairpersons of 
all the Committees.1

The President is elected by his/her peers to represent 
the Assembly and act as its leading political officer. The 
five Vice-Presidents, the President, and the Treasurer 
collectively form the Assembly’s Bureau. The Bureau’s 
main function is to ensure the overall guidance and 
coherence of the Assembly’s policies and activities in the 
interval between meetings of the Standing Committee. It 
also acts as the “first responder” when internal or external 
events require a decision or statement by the Assembly.

Five Committees (including their eight Sub-Committees) 
are charged with examining the security and policy 
challenges confronting Allied countries and are responsible 
for most of the Assembly’s substantive work:
• the Committee on the Civil Dimension of Security
• the Defence and Security Committee
• the Economics and Security Committee
• the Political Committee
• the Science and Technology Committee

Other Assembly bodies include:
• the Mediterranean and Middle East Special Group
• the Ukraine-NATO Inter-parliamentary Council
• the Georgia-NATO Inter-parliamentary Council 

A N ATO - R uss ia  Pa r l ia ment a r y  Com mit tee  wa s 
discontinued in April 2014 following Russia’s military 
intervention in Ukraine and its decision to annex the 
Ukrainian province of Crimea in March 2014.

WHY?

Since its creation in 1955, the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly has brought together members of parliament 
from all Allied nations. The Assembly serves as a unique 
parliamentary forum to discuss and influence decisions on 
Alliance security. 

The Assembly – made up of representatives of national 
parliaments – is institutionally separate from NATO, 
where decisions are made by representatives of national 
governments. As such, the Assembly’s views are not 
legally binding on NATO or its governments. However, 
the NATO PA serves as an essential link between NATO 
and the parliaments of its member nations, and it 
thus maintains a constructive and active dialogue and 
cooperation with NATO. 

The NATO PA: 
• facilitates parliamentary awareness and 

understanding of the key issues affecting the security 
of the Euro-Atlantic area;

• supports national parliamentary oversight over 
defence and security;

• helps strengthen the transatlantic relationship;
• promotes the values underpinning the Alliance;
• provides greater transparency to NATO policies; and
• fosters better understanding of the Alliance’s 

objectives and missions among legislators and citizens 
of the Alliance.

The Assembly br ings together 266 members of 
parliament from the 29 NATO national parliaments. Each 
delegation’s size is relative to its country’s population, and 
each delegation must reflect the political composition of 
its parliament. The Assembly’s membership, therefore, 
represents a broad spectrum of political opinion within 
the Alliance.

Partnerships with lawmakers from countries seeking a 
closer association with NATO are an essential dimension of 
the Assembly’s work. Even before the Cold War ended, the 
Assembly reached out to members of parliaments from 
the Warsaw Pact, and today the Assembly’s partnerships 
are wide and deep. The NATO PA welcomes delegates from 
12 associate countries and four Mediterranean associate 
countries. Observers from eight other parliaments take 

THE ASSEMBLY EXPLAINED 

 1. This includes the Chairman of the Mediterranean and Middle East Special Group.

https://www.nato-pa.int/content/president-nato-parliamentary-assembly
https://www.nato-pa.int/content/vice-presidents-and-treasurer
https://www.nato-pa.int/content/vice-presidents-and-treasurer
https://www.nato-pa.int/content/defence-and-security-committee
https://www.nato-pa.int/content/economics-and-security-committee
https://www.nato-pa.int/content/political-committee
https://www.nato-pa.int/content/science-and-technology-committee
https://www.nato-pa.int/content/mediterranean-and-middle-east-special-group
https://www.nato-pa.int/content/ukraine
https://www.nato-pa.int/content/georgia
https://www.nato-pa.int/content/russia
https://www.nato-pa.int/liste-des-membres
https://www.nato-pa.int/liste-des-membres
https://www.nato-pa.int/content/membership-map
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NATO’s Secretary General provides a written response to 
them, and they are widely seen as important indications of 
political sentiment on key topics within the Alliance.

The NATO PA’s activities do not stop there, however:
• The Rose-Roth Programme is an outreach effort to 

assist partner countries in the Euro-Atlantic region, 
mainly the Balkans and the South Caucasus, as they 
continue to face challenging transition processes. 
Particular attention is paid to promoting the principles 
of democratic control of armed forces and to the 
development of effective parliamentary oversight of 
the defence and security sector.

• The NATO Orientation Programme is focused primarily 
on young or newly elected members of parliament 
from NATO and partner nations, as well as those newly 
assigned to security or foreign affairs responsibilities. 
The programme aims at providing an in-depth overview 
of NATO and its evolving partnerships.

• The Parliamentary Transatlantic Forum in Washington, 
D.C. aims to provide an annual discussion of issues 
which are central to the transatlantic relationship 
and to explore a broad range of international security 
issues with leading members of the Washington-based  
policy community. 

• The President and the Bureau regularly represent the 
Assembly at external events and conferences. They can 
also hold separate high-level visits as a way to signal 
the Assembly’s particular interest in a specific topic or 
location, or in response to significant international events 
which call for a quick Assembly reaction.

The International Secretariat, under its Secretary General, 
is responsible for the bulk of research and analysis that 
supports the Assembly’s Committees, Sub-Committees and 
other groups, as well as all the practical and administrative 
arrangements for all its activities and meetings.

HOW?

The Assembly organises some 40 activities every year, 
bringing together between 10 and 350 members of 
parliament in various formats.

The Committees and Sub-Committees meet several 
times during the year and organise visits to both NATO 
and non-NATO countries. In these meetings, they receive 
briefings from leading government and parliamentary 
representatives as well as senior academics and experts.

Two particularly large-scale meetings are organised 
each year: the Spring and Annual Sessions. During the 
Spring Session, elected Committee and Sub-Committee 
Rapporteurs present draft reports for a first discussion. 
The reports are then revised and updated for further 
discussion, amendment, and adoption at the Annual 
Session in the autumn.

At the Annual Session, the Committees also produce policy 
recommendations (or resolutions). Once adopted in the 
plenary sitting, these are forwarded to the NATO Secretary 
General and to national governments and parliaments. 
Although these policy recommendations are not binding, 

WHO? - MEMBERSHIP AND NUMBER OF SEATS
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https://www.nato-pa.int/content/rose-roth-programme
https://www.nato-pa.int/content/transatlantic-relations
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https://www.nato-pa.int/our-work/sessions
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SOCIAL MEDIA/COMMUNICATIONS STATISTICS

2019 AT A GLANCE 
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PLACES VISITED

1. Belgium
2. China
3. Croatia
4. Ethiopia
5. France
6. Georgia
7. Germany
8. Greece
9. Iceland

10. Jordan
11. North Macedonia
12. Singapore
13. Slovakia
14. Sweden
15. Turkey
16. Ukraine
17. United Kingdom
18. United States
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FORMER PRESIDENT

“ T he  A ssem bly  i s  a  r emar k a b le  com m u n i t y  of 
parliamentarians who play a key role in promoting 
NATO’s values and in helping to build security and 
stability in the Euro-Atlantic region and beyond. The 
importance of parliamentary diplomacy and engagement 
cannot be underestimated in building Alliance cohesion  
and understanding.” 
Madeleine Moon (United Kingdom), President from November 
2018 to December 2019 

CURRENT AND FORMER VICE-PRESIDENTS

“I have always felt privileged to be working with our 
colleagues for peace and stability in the transatlantic 
region. I have a strong belief in a friendly and fruitful 
cooperation between Allies sharing a long history as 
partners in NATO and the NATO PA. At a time when we 
face new challenges and threats on a global scale, it 
seems more important than ever to develop dialogue and 
cooperation among Allies.”
Osman Askin Bak (Turkey), Vice-President since November 2018 
and Treasurer ad interim from December 2019 until March 2020

“As a former President of the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly, I can attest first-hand to the importance of 
the relationships being built through the NATO PA. Our 
work together allows each of us to better understand 
and advocate for our Allied interests when we return to 
legislating in our home countries. The NATO PA continues 
to be a critical forum for advancing democratic ideals.”
Hon. Michael R. Turner (United States), Vice-President since 
November 2018

“Our Alliance is not only an effective military tool but also 
- and above all - a political organisation based on values. 
Therefore, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly has a key role 
to play, particularly in parliamentary diplomacy, because 
we can defend points of view with a degree of freedom of 
speech and action. Our exchanges are very useful to us in 
understanding the present and in better anticipating the 
future, both here and in our national parliaments.”
Philippe Folliot, Vice-President ad interim since December 2019

PERSPECTIVES FROM  
THE ASSEMBLY’S BUREAU 
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“While NATO was born as a defensive alliance, the 
changing security environment has broadened its scope 
to other issues of a more political nature. The NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly provides a unique venue to 
exchange views with representatives from all NATO 
member states on the challenges that we share and we 
should strengthen it’s role.”
Miguel Angel Gutiérrez (Spain), Vice-President from October 
2019 to November 2019

“NATO is based on the respect and fulf ilment of 
democratic values. Strong democratic practice demands 
an enthusiastic parliamentary activity. After my almost  
15 years of exciting work there, I am convinced that 
the NATO PA is an indispensable pillar of our collective 
endeavour. It is a cohesive factor between parliamentarians 
of the Euro-Atlantic community. Here, we learn why we 
must make the challenges of others – our Allies – our own.”
Vitalino Canas (Portugal), Vice-President from October 2017 
to October 2019 

TREASURERS

“Over the many years I had the privilege to work in NATO-
PA, I discovered the tremendous change the transatlantic 
Alliance has undergone. The Cold War is long behind us, 
but the NATO PA still stands for our most fundamental 
democratic values. I hope to have contributed to this 
change by addressing the civil dimension of NATO and I 
am proud that NATO-PA has in particular worked so much 
on the crucial issue of women in peace and security.”
Marc Angel (Luxembourg), Treasurer from April 2014 to 
December 2019

“Last year we celebrated the 70th anniversary of NATO, 
the most successful defence alliance in recent history 
and still the single most important guarantor of peace, 
prosperity and stability on the European continent . 
The NATO PA is an important body as it represents the 
parliaments of the member states and therefore makes 
it abundantly clear that NATO is not just an alliance 
of mutually assured security but also one of mutually  
shared values.”
Wolfgang Hellmich (Germany), Treasurer from April 2020
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NATO@70

in the spotlight during the Assembly’s 19th Parliamentary 
Transatlantic Forum, which remains the single largest 
annual meeting of parliamentarians from NATO member 
states in the United States.

Despite the occasional sensationalist headline, the  
United States commitment to NATO and Europe remains 
as strong as ever in both major parties and the public. 
During Joint Committee Meetings in Brussels, a bipartisan 
delegation of members of the United States Congress made 
this abundantly clear. Addressing Assembly members,  
Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the US House of Representatives, 
stressed that “now more than ever, we need NATO as we 
go forward because the challenges are more complicated 
than a bipolar relationship with the Soviet Union”. 

The meeting of Allied Heads of State and Government in 
London also helped address and assuage concerns about 
the Alliance’s continued ability to serve as a forum for 
security consultations among its members and overcome 
internal differences over Syria and other issues. 

On 4 April 1949, twelve nations signed the Washington 
Treaty, NATO’s founding document. Since then, NATO has 
advanced peace and prosperity, stability and security in 
the Euro-Atlantic area. Seventy years later, it remains 
the cornerstone of transatlantic security and is as 
indispensable as ever. 

The anniversary’s commemoration featured prominently 
across all Assembly activities in 2019. In April, members 
of the NATO PA Bureau attended NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg’s address to a Joint Session of the 
United States Congress – the first time a NATO Secretary 
General was invited to address Congress. They joined 
him and NATO Foreign Ministers for a celebration hosted 
by US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on the occasion 
of the anniversary. Bureau members also participated in 
the “NATO Engages” event which served as the prelude 
to the Leaders’ Meeting in London. The Assembly’s 
President also had an opportunity to meet Alliance leaders 
at the official reception on the eve of the meeting. The 
outcome and implications of the London meeting were 

“NATO has an important mission, and it remains as relevant 
and essential as ever.”
Gerald E. Connolly (United States), General Rapporteur of the Political Committee and Head of the US Delegation

Gerald E. Connolly 
(United States), General 
Rapporteur of the 
Political Committee, at 
the Annual Session in 
London, United Kingdom 
in October 2019

https://www.nato-pa.int/news/nato-adaptation-and-enlargement-inf-and-relations-eu-top-agenda-nato-parliamentarians-annual
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/nato-pa-leaders-participate-celebrations-natos-70th-anniversary


2019 ANNUAL PRESIDENTIAL REPORT

17

in defence spending and military capabilities remains. 
In 2014, Allies committed to aim to move towards the 
guideline of spending 2   % of their Gross Domestic Product 
on defence by 2024 and investing at least 20   % of their 
defence budgets on major equipment, including research 
and development. What was then – technically – an 
aspiration has since become a much firmer commitment, 
now referred to as the “Defence Investment Pledge”. 
At the 2019 Spring Session, then-President Madeleine 
Moon called upon her fellow parliamentarians to do 
more: “You have it in your hands to show how much you 
care about our security.” The Assembly has repeatedly 
stressed the importance of fulfilling the Pledge in its policy 
recommendations to NATO governments and parliaments.
 
NATO owes its success to solidarity and unity of purpose. 
In fact, the Alliance’s strength lies not only in the Allies’ 
military, economic, and technological prowess, but also 
in its members’ commitment to the shared principles 
and values of democracy, individual liberty, and the rule 
of law. In a report on NATO’s ongoing indispensability,  
Gerald E. Connolly (United States) appeals to NATO to 
rededicate itself “to the shared democratic values that 
constitute its founding principles”. In a report by Ulla 
Schmidt (Germany) on the importance of reaffirming 
common values, she stresses that “commitment to values 
of democracy, personal liberty, human rights and the 
rule of law continues to define the Alliance’s identity”. 
Both warn of decreasing popular confidence in political 
institutions, disenchantment with mainstream parties and 
the media, and the prospect of democratic backsliding – 
all of which could erode Alliance cohesion. They both call 
for a dedicated NATO structure to monitor and report on 
the democratic credentials of aspirant countries and spot 
any negative trends within Allied countries.

The Summit’s conclusions recognise that NATO remains 
“the strongest and most successful Alliance in history”. 
Indeed, since 1949, NATO has successfully adapted 
to a constantly changing security environment. From 
the Soviet threat during the Cold War to an era of 
partnership and crisis management in the 1990s, and 
from the emergence of a global terrorist threat in the 
wake of the terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001, to 
Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine in 2014. 
Today, the Alliance finds itself in a particularly complex 
and unpredictable security environment. Past challenges 
have not disappeared. Thus, NATO remains present in the 
Western Balkans and in Afghanistan to support long-term 
stability. In its resolution on Afghanistan, the Assembly in 
fact urges NATO governments to “maintain their security 
force assistance missions in Afghanistan until a peace 
agreement is reached”. 

At the same time, however, the Alliance is being tested 
by new challenges, threats, and fundamental shifts in 
economic and military power, demographics, and science 
and technology. In light of these changes, the Assembly 
urged Allies to update NATO’s long-term policy vision 
– its Strategic Concept – in resolutions on NATO@70 
and NATO’s founding principles and values. While Allied 
leaders did not launch a wholesale revision of the Strategic 
Concept, they have recognised the need to reexamine 
NATO’s political consultation processes and mechanisms 
at their December meeting in London. The Assembly looks 
forward to contributing to this timely reflection. 

The security of the Alliance is indivisible, and Allies remain 
determined to share the costs and responsibilities. NATO 
nations are making tangible progress towards fairer burden 
sharing. However, the relative imbalance between Allies 

Ulla Schmidt (Germany), General Rapporteur of  
the Committee on the Civil Dimension of Security, 
at the Annual Session in London, United Kingdom  
in October 2019 

Delegation of NATO PA Bureau members in front 
of the US Capitol while in Washington D.C. to 
celebrate NATO’s 70th Anniversary in April 2019

https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato70-why-alliance-remains-indispensable-146-pctr-19-e-rev1-fin
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-70-reaffirming-alliances-values-general-report-schmidt-132-cds-19-e-rev-1-fin
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-70-reaffirming-alliances-values-general-report-schmidt-132-cds-19-e-rev-1-fin
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-456-recent-developments-afghanistan
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-457-nato-70
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-457-nato-70
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RUSSIA’S CONTINUING CHALLENGE 

The Assembly in 2019 had a firm focus on relations with 
Russia. Relations between the Alliance and Russia have 
significantly deteriorated since Russia turned its back 
on the partnership in 2014 and has since intensified its 
aggressive posture. Russia continues its illegal occupation 
of Crimea and aggression in Ukraine’s Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions and the Georgian territories of Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia/Tskhinvali region. It is expanding 
its nuclear arsenal and has deployed a missile system 
which poses significant risks to Euro-Atlantic security and 
which led to the demise of the INF Treaty. Moreover, the 
Kremlin is engaged in disinformation and hybrid activities 
to interfere in the democratic processes of Allies and  
partner countries. 

At their meeting in London in December 2019, NATO 
Leaders again highlighted the threat that Russia’s 
aggressive actions pose to Euro-Atlantic security. At the 
same time, they underlined that the Alliance remains 
open to dialogue and to a constructive relationship with 

Russia when the country’s actions make that possible. The 
Assembly continues to support this dual-track approach 
based on strong defence and deterrence on the one hand, 
and meaningful dialogue on the other. The NATO PA 
expelled the Russian delegation in 2014, while indicating 
that it remains open to resuming parliamentary dialogue 
once Russia returns to respecting international laws  
and norms. 

In a report on NATO-Russia relations, Miro Kovac analyses 
Russia’s approach to the Alliance and the implications for 
Allies and partner countries. To tackle Russia’s continuing 
challenge, “NATO member states need to maintain 
political cohesion in their relationship with Russia and 
muster the necessary political will to counter Russian 
aggression when and where necessary”, Mr Kovac writes. 
At the same time, “it is crucial to manage the relations in a 
manner that reduces risks and avoids escalation” and seek 
to “improve and broaden the dialogue […] with the aim of 
increasing common ground”.

“Russia’s actions are challenging security and stability in  
the entire Euro-Atlantic area.”
Miro Kovac (Croatia), Chairperson of the Sub-Committee on NATO Partnerships

Miro Kovac (Croatia), Chairperson of the Sub-Committee on NATO Partnerships at the Annual Session in London,  
United Kingdom in October 2019

https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-pcnp-report-nato-russia-relations-snapshot-kovac-145-pcnp-19-e
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anti-submarine warfare capabilities have fallen to 
dangerous levels. Both urge adaptation and modernisation 
efforts within the Alliance. 

Russia’s continuing aggression against Ukraine was also 
an important issue during a meeting of the Assembly’s 
Ukraine-NATO Interparl iamentary Council in Lviv, 
Ukraine in June. Ukraine’s then-Vice Prime Minister  
Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze stressed that Russia 
is “probing red lines”, including by conducting hybrid 
operations and aggressive actions in the Sea of Azov. During 
an ensuing visit to Kyiv, then-President Moon met with 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky only two months 
after his election to discuss among others his priorities for 
the settlement of the conflict in Eastern Ukraine. During a 
Georgia-NATO Interparliamentary Council (GNIC) meeting 
at NATO Headquarters, Georgian delegates raised concerns 
about Russia’s continuing destabilisation of their region. 
They urged Allies to consider how Georgia could be more 
closely involved in technical discussions related to Black Sea 
security. GNIC members could see first-hand how Russia 
exercises de facto control of the South Ossetia/Tskhinvali 
region when they visited the “Administrative Border Line”.

At the 100th Rose-Roth seminar in Brussels, Russia’s 
place in the Euro-Atlantic security landscape was a key 
topic. Members discussed with experts how Russia was 
challenging the Allies and partner countries through hybrid 
warfare and disinformation campaigns.

At the Spring and Annual Sessions, members had lively 
discussions on sanctions imposed on Russia. Bill Browder, 
a driving force behind the US Magnitsky Act, made a 
case for targeted sanctions against corrupt Russian 
officials, pro-Kremlin oligarchs, and human rights abusers. 
He argued that sanctions could be powerful tools in 
countering anti-Western activities. “They keep their money 
in the West […]. NATO is a military organisation but we 
don’t have to use military force anymore because these 
guys have put themselves at risk by having all their money 
in safe countries that we have authority and jurisdiction 
over”, he said.

In a 2019 report on a new era for nuclear deterrence, 
Joseph A. Day (Canada) condemns Russian violations of 
the INF Treaty. He voices concern about Russia’s efforts 
to modernise its nuclear forces and the accompanying 
rhetoric: “Russian officials have used unsettling nuclear 
rhetoric to attempt to intimidate NATO Allies”. An Assembly 
resolution endorses NATO’s decision to respond to the end 
of the INF Treaty in a “measured and responsible way” and 
modernise NATO’s defence and deterrence posture. 

In a report on the North Atlantic, Sir Nicholas Soames 
(United Kingdom) warns of Russia’s increasing ability to 
challenge command and control of the North Atlantic 
and its surrounding waters. Leona Alleslev (Canada), in a 
report on anti-submarine warfare, highlights the increased 
Russian submarine threat at a t ime when NATO’s  

Delegates discussing relations with Russia and other issues at the 100th Rose-Roth Seminar in Brussels in 
April 2019

https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-anti-submarine-warfare-rebuilding-capability-preparing-future-alleslev-150-stc
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/ukraine-moving-forward-euro-atlantic-integration
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/nato-and-georgian-parliamentarians-discuss-security-black-sea-georgias-nato-integration
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/nato-parliamentary-assembly-celebrated-value-partnerships-100th-rose-roth-seminar
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-modernisation-arms-control-and-allied-nuclear-forces-day-136-dsc-19-e-rev1-fin
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-455-post-inf-treaty
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-dsctc-report-evolving-security-north-atlantic-soames-138-dsctc-19-e-fin
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THE MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA

direct stake in Syria’s future. The Assembly explored the 
implications of Russian and Iranian support for the Syrian 
regime, the balance of forces after the territorial decline 
of Daesh, the reshaping of the regional security map, and 
the risks of a transformed but persistent terrorist threat. 
In a visit to France in November, Assembly members 
exchanged views on dealing with the return of foreign 
fighters and their families from Syria and Iraq and to 
prevent further radicalisation and homegrown terrorism.

In the autumn, members had forthright discussions on 
the situation in north-eastern Syria after the significant 
withdrawal of US troops and the launch of a Turkish 
operation into Syria. At the Annual Session, then-President 
Moon acknowledged that Turkey has long expressed 
concerns about a terrorist threat emanating from  
north-eastern Syria. However, she stressed that Allies 
had also clearly expressed their concerns that a Turkish 
operation in Syria could result in further instability in the 
region. Consequently, she called for consultations among 
Allies on the matter on the basis of Article 4 of the NATO 
Treaty which states that “[t]he Parties will consult together 
whenever, in the opinion of any of them, the territorial 
integrity, political independence or security of any of the 
Parties is threatened.” 

Reaching out to countries along and beyond NATO’s 
southern flank remains a key priority for the Assembly, 
especially in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). 
2019 was no exception. At an April seminar held in Antalya, 
Turkey, then-President Madeleine Moon underscored that 
“our governments and parliaments have long recognised 
that the Euro Atlantic community’s security, prosperity, 
and stability are directly linked to developments in the 
broader MENA region.” 

Syria remained a particular concern for the Assembly over 
the course of the year. While NATO as an organisation 
has no involvement in the country, its members have a 

Seminar of the 
Mediterranean 
and Middle East 
Special Group 
in Antalya in 
April 2019

“[A] deterioration of security 
on the African continent 
would impact the MENA 
region and thus also the 
southern flank of the Alliance.”
Julio Miranda Calha (Portugal), then General Rapporteur of 
the Political Committee

https://www.nato-pa.int/news/france-concerned-about-homegrown-terrorist-threat
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/nato-pa-seminar-turkey-reviews-ongoing-shifts-middle-east-and-africa-possible-responses
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/nato-pa-seminar-turkey-reviews-ongoing-shifts-middle-east-and-africa-possible-responses
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on the part of a coalition of the willing seems like the 
most realistic way” to overcome the current impasse. In 
November, NATO PA members visited Jordan to, in part, 
understand how the country deals with managing the 
approximately 1.4 million Syrian refugees it hosts as a 
consequence of the regional crisis.

Climate change, weapons proliferation, terrorism, and mass 
migration now link the MENA region and Sub-Saharan Africa 
in ways that have consequences for NATO. In a report on 
security and stability in Africa, Julio Miranda Calha (Portugal) 
focuses on the nexus between instability in the MENA region 
and developments further south. The challenges cannot be 
seen in isolation, he argues, as instability on NATO’s southern 
flank “will sooner rather than later have a tangible negative 
impact on [European] security”. A 2019 resolution, therefore, 
calls for the use of NATO’s Hub for the South as an effective 
early-warning mechanism for Africa, for an EU-NATO 
strategy on promoting stability, and further capacity-building 
efforts and dialogue in the Sahel region. 

NATO PA members also travelled to Germany to visit  
US Africa Command. Senior officers outlined how climate 
change, poor governance, and political extremism are 
driving instability in Africa and what that instability means 
for NATO’s southern neighbourhood. The need for more 
cooperation between NATO and the African Union was a 
key theme of a visit to Ethiopia. As a direct result of the visit, 
a member of the Pan-African Parliament attended a NATO 
PA session for the first time in London. NATO PA delegations 
also visited World Bank offices both in Addis Ababa and 
Washington to discuss the security-development nexus and 
to learn how the Bank’s work with fragile states might help 
prevent conflict.

The multiple challenges Iran poses to the transatlantic 
community were also taken up in 2019. Sanam Vakil, an 
expert at the UK Royal Institute of International Affairs 
(Chatham House), told members during the Annual Session 
that, after the US withdrawal from the nuclear deal, the 
country had shifted to a more confrontational approach 
to fracture Western unity. Despite differences in tactics, 
the United States and European Allies share objectives 
in containing Iran’s nuclear and regional destabilisation. 
In 2019, Assembly members continued to discuss how to 
bridge these differences.

Migrants and refugees coming from the Middle East, 
Africa, and beyond were also a key theme. During a 
visit to Greece, interlocutors called for greater burden 
sharing and solidarity, including by amending the EU’s 
Dublin Regulation to reduce burdens on frontier EU 
member states. However, in a report on border security,  
Lord Jopling (United Kingdom) remains pessimistic about 
such a reform. He argues that “embracing voluntary action 

Philippe Folliot (France), Chairman of the 
Mediterranean and Middle East Special Group 
during a visit to Jordan in November 2019

Wro Almaz Mekonnen, Ethiopia’s State Minister for Peace, in discussions with an Assembly delegation  
in September 2019

https://www.nato-pa.int/news/jordan-working-hard-remain-bulwark-stability-increasingly-turbulent-region
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-pc-report-security-and-stability-africa-challenges-and-opportunities-nato-144-pc-19-e
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-pc-report-security-and-stability-africa-challenges-and-opportunities-nato-144-pc-19-e
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-458-tackling-security-challenges-africa
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-mission-report-escter-pcnp-germany-18-21-march-114-joint-19-e
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-mission-report-pcnp-esctd-visit-addis-ababa-ethiopia-209-joint-19-e
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https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-mission-report-cdsdgpctr-athens-greece-068-joint-19-e
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CHINA’S RISE 

Chinese interlocutors, “Inter-parliamentary cooperation is 
a clear means to start efforts to mitigate the challenges of 
the complex global security environment.” The delegation 
explored the idea of broader cooperation between NATO, 
the Assembly, and China. Unfortunately, these suggestions 
met with limited interest on the Chinese side. Indeed, the 
visit highlighted significant gaps in perception between 
China and the West on a number of issues, including on 
the international trade order, the Belt and Road Initiative, 
territorial disputes in the South China Sea, the North Korean 
nuclear question, and international terrorism. 

The Assembly has long recognised that economic and 
security dynamics in Asia exert a growing impact on the 
global order which Europe and North America must reckon 
with. China’s expanding global ambitions have been of 
particular interest for members of the Assembly. The 
country’s economic leverage is growing through efforts 
such as the Belt and Road Initiative. Its rising international 
influence goes hand-in-hand with increasing defence 
investments and a larger and more assertive military 
presence across the Asia-Pacific region and beyond, 
including in regions close to NATO territory. 

NATO has important partners in the Asia-Pacific region 
and adopted official positions on a number of regional 
security issues. However, at their December 2019 meeting, 
NATO acknowledged China’s potential impact on the 
Alliance for the first time in a leaders’ declaration: “We 
recognise that China’s growing influence and international 
policies present both opportunities and challenges that we 
need to address together as an Alliance.” 

In 2019, the Assembly addressed China’s rise in a number 
of activities. Most importantly, an Assembly delegation 
travelled to Beijing and Shanghai to better understand 
China’s perspectives on critical international security issues. 
As delegation leader Joao Rebelo (Portugal) told their 

An Assembly delegation meeting with staff of the National Defence University of the People’s Liberation Army 
in Beijing in June 2019

“Despite differing views on 
many issues, we hope to 
find the ways and means 
available to develop a 
cooperative relationship 
between the NATO PA  
and China in the future.”
Joao Rebelo (Portugal), former Chairperson of the  
Sub-Committee on Future Security and Defence Capabilities
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Chinese submarine challenge.” She warns that “China 
also appears to be readying its submarine force for future 
Arctic operations”, which could have important effects on 
NATO’s defence and deterrence posture.

During a visit to Seattle and Washington, D.C., a delegation 
discussed Chinese positions on the South China Sea and 
Southeast Asia as well as economic developments in 
China. The case of Chinese technology company Huawei 
and concerns about the possible security implications 
using its 5G technologies was a recurring theme during the 
Assembly’s 2019 Spring Session.

In Singapore, members learned that the countr y 
welcomes the high-level contacts, practical cooperation, 
and increasing interest by NATO and its member 
states. Singapore shares the Alliance’s firm belief in the  
rules-based international order, currently at risk from 
mult iple directions. The increasingly antagonist ic 
relationship between China and the United States is 
negatively affecting Singapore. While it does not want 
to choose between good relationships with China or the 
United States, this is becoming increasingly difficult. 

In 2020, the Assembly will continue to study the impact of 
China’s rise in two key reports and various other activities.

Assembly members also visited the US Indo-Pacific 
Command in Hawaii, United States. They were able to get 
a clear-eyed understanding of US interests and priorities 
in the Pacific as well as the threats to those interests. 
Moreover, they were also able to get a better sense 
of the impact a global China will likely have on future  
Euro-Atlantic security. 

In her report on anti-submarine warfare, Canadian 
member Leona Alleslev delved further into China’s military 
footprint in the Pacific and beyond. She argues, “As China 
increases its global footprint in areas critical to Allied 
interests, NATO member states must take heed of the 

Members with Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman, Senior 
Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Ministry of Defence, during a visit to Singapore in 
May 2019

Visit by an Assembly delegation to US Indo-Pacific Command

https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-mission-report-pctrescter-washington-and-seattle-10-14-june-2019-172-joint-19-e
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/nato-pa-weighs-5g-ai-cyber-impact-security-societies
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/innovation-great-starting-point-mutual-learning-between-singapore-and-allies
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-dsc-mission-report-hawaii-usa-march-2019-212-dsc-19-e
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-anti-submarine-warfare-rebuilding-capability-preparing-future-alleslev-150-stc
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 NATO ADAPTATION & MODERNISATION 

Enabling Command in Ulm, Germany. Moreover, NATO 
established other new initiatives, structures, and centres 
of excellence. As a result, the Alliance is now able to 
respond more quickly to hybrid, cyber, and more traditional  
security challenges. 

NATO owes its longevity and vitality to its ability to 
adapt. Throughout its 70-year history, the Alliance’s 
remarkable dynamism and flexibility have enabled it to 
meet and overcome the threats facing it. As always, the 
Assembly follows NATO’s adaptation and modernisation  
efforts closely.

Today, NATO faces a complex spectrum of threats and 
challenges emanating from all strategic directions – from 
a confrontational Russia, to an arc of instability on its 
southern flank, and a host of asymmetrical and hybrid 
threats. Consequently, successful adaptation must 
strengthen NATO’s ability to respond to challenges across 
a 360-degree spectrum as well as update the Alliance’s 
defence and deterrence posture.

In 2018, NATO launched the important NATO Readiness 
Initiative, the ‘Four 30s’. By the 2019 London Leaders 
meeting, Allies had lived up to their commitment under 
the initiative: to maintain 30 mechanised battalions, 
30 air squadrons, and 30 combat vessels ready for 
Allied operational use within 30 days or less. To ensure 
the efficient movement of personnel and equipment 
across the Atlantic and within Europe, NATO also 
added two new commands: a Joint Force Command 
in Norfolk , United States and a Joint Support and 

“NATO is adapting 
its defence and 
deterrence posture 
both in the East and 
internally to meet 
the range of hybrid 
and conventional 
challenges 
confronting it.”
Lara Martinho (Portugal), Rapporteur  
of the Sub-Committee on Future Security 
and Defence Capabilities

Lara Martinho (Portugal), Rapporteur of the Sub-Committee  
on Future Security and Defence Capabilities, at the Spring Session 
in Bratislava, Slovakia in June 2019

Joseph A. Day (Canada), former General Rapporteur 
of the Defence and Security Committee, at the 
Spring Session in Bratislava, Slovakia in June 2019
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domains. Lara Martinho (Portugal) also highlights, in her 
report on NATO exercises, how the Alliance remains at the 
forefront of innovative technologies. The large-scale Trident 
Juncture 2018 exercise, for example, featured the use of 
micro-drones, robotic-enabled systems, and 3-D printing. 
As briefers at Allied Command Transformation in Norfolk, 
Virginia told a delegation in October, “NATO will continue to 
innovate as a means of ensuring Allies’ skills and equipment 
are second to none.”

Joseph A. Day (Canada) focused, in his 2019 report, on nuclear 
deterrence on Allies’ efforts to invest in a modern nuclear 
deterrent capacity. Alongside conventional and missile 
defence forces, nuclear weapons remain a core component 
of NATO’s defence and deterrence. The accompanying 
Assembly resolution underscores that nuclear modernisation 
programmes by France, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States “are necessary to ensure the safety and reliability 
of existing arsenals and to respond to the evolving nuclear 
environment.” These efforts are also fully compliant with 
international treaty commitments and obligations regarding 
non-proliferation and disarmament. The report also 
underlines that, after the demise of the INF Treaty, all Allies 
should “stand behind and adequately resource new defence 
and deterrence measures”. This includes “increased exercises, 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, air and missile 
defences, and conventional capabilities.”

NATO’s structural and strategic adaptation featured 
prominently in Assembly missions to the United States, 
the United Kingdom, and Germany. As members learned, 
modern defence and deterrence depend upon investment 
in capable forces. Under the Defence Investment Pledge, 
Allies are increasing defence investment in line with 
NATO’s 2   % and 20   % guidelines. At the end of 2019, nine 
Allies met the guideline of 2   % of GDP spent on defence. 
All Allies have stopped defence cuts and are increasing 
spending. The majority of Allies have plans in place 
to meet 2   % by 2024. In 2019, 16 Allies also met the 
guideline of at least 20   % of defence spending devoted to 
major equipment, including research and development. 

The Assembly continues to underscore the importance of 
maintaining the Alliance’s technological edge against a rising 
field of near-peer competitors. Across its reports, the Assembly, 
thus, examined the need for investments in key capabilities 
and defence innovation at the national and NATO level. 

The Assembly focused extensively on the maritime 
dimensions of adaptation in reports by Sir Nicholas 
Soames on the North Atlantic and by Leona Alleslev on 
anti-submarine warfare. Looking further to the future, 
a report by Matej Tonin (Slovenia) calls for increased 
investments in capabilities enabled by artificial intelligence, 
a technology with the potential to transform warfare in all 

A delegation visiting Allied Command Transformation in Norfolk, Virginia, October 2019
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https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-dsctc-report-evolving-security-north-atlantic-soames-138-dsctc-19-e-fin
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-anti-submarine-warfare-rebuilding-capability-preparing-future-alleslev-150-stc
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-stcttc-2019-report-artificial-intelligence-tonin-149-stctts-19-e-rev1-fin
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NATO’S MARITIME DIMENSION

able to exercise command and control of, or guarantee access 
to, its other maritime areas of responsibility, most importantly 
the Baltic, Mediterranean, and Black Seas. Consequently, a 
strong NATO maritime defence and deterrence posture is 
essential. 

As NATO adapts its defence and deterrence posture, 
Allies are paying increasing attention to an increasingly 
contested maritime domain. Both Russia and China 
are developing their maritime capabilities as well as 
expanding their joint naval exercises in waters close to 

As its name makes clear, the Atlantic Ocean is at the core 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. In times of crisis 
or confrontation, it is vital for the Alliance to be able to 
exercise command and control of the North Atlantic, its most 
important sea line of communication. The North Atlantic 
also remains the key to economic prosperity, as essential 
shipping lanes link Allied economies and connect them to the 
global economy. Moreover, undersea cables cross its seabed, 
enabling critical communications between North America and 
Europe. While the North Atlantic may be the most important 
maritime environment for the Alliance, NATO should also be 

“Increased Russian military presence both in quantity and 
quality is a potential threat to Allied freedom of manoeuvre in 
the vital transatlantic space.”
Sir Nicholas Soames (United Kingdom), former Rapporteur for the Sub-Committee on Transatlantic Defence and Security Cooperation

Sir Nicholas Soames (United Kingdom), former Rapporteur for the Sub-Committee on Transatlantic Defence and 
Security Cooperation at the Annual Session in London, United Kingdom in October 2019
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predecessors. These concerns about the rising Russian 
submarine challenge were reinforced during the visits to 
MARCOM and Keflavik Air Base in Reykjavik, Iceland. 

The challenge is greater than just submarines. Russia has 
also added modern patrol boats, frigates, and destroyers. 
The new Kalibr missile system can attack both surface 
ships and land targets from a distance hitherto unseen. 
Russia is also developing innovative stealth capabilities 
for miniature submarines, exercising cutting-edge 
electronic warfare techniques, and exploring the location 
and vulnerabilities of the underwater communications 
cables linking the continents. 

In light of these developments, in 2018, NATO agreed 
to reinforce its maritime posture and capabilities. The 
most visible is the expansion of MARCOM’s roles and size, 
and the establishment of a new Joint Force Command 
in Norfolk, United States, designed to protect sea lanes 
of communication across the Atlantic during crises  
or confrontations. 

Assembly reports call for even more attention to Allies’ 
maritime assets. Sir Nicholas Soames and Ms Alleslev’s 
reports lay out a path towards rebuilding capabilities. 
They call for increased investment in capabilities, including 
surface and subsurface fleets, maritime patrol aircraft, radar 
systems, and necessary support infrastructure. Moreover, 
they request more exercises to hone personnel’s ability 
to practice the art of hunting submarines. Ms Alleslev’s 
report also outlines a future vision of ASW based on new 
technologies, including maritime unmanned systems.

Allied territory. Moreover, North Korea seeks to develop 
a submarine-launched ballistic missile capacity with a 
nearly global range.

In 2019, key Assembly reports focused on the evolving 
secur i t y si tuat ion in the Nor th At lant ic and the 
challenges of anti-submarine warfare. In his report,  
Sir Nicholas Soames lauds NATO efforts to bring “the 
North Atlantic back to a level of strategic focus not 
seen since the Cold War”. While Leona Alleslev laments 
that “Allies have let their ASW capabilities atrophy to 
dangerous levels”, she however also pointed out that they 
have realised the urgency of this challenge. 

As an Assembly delegation learned on visits to Sweden, 
Iceland, and the United States, Russian maritime assets 
probe for soft spots across NATO’s area of responsibility, 
spy on Allied activities, test Allied tolerance for incursions 
into NATO maritime territory, and play cat and mouse 
games with their Allied counterparts. 

Briefers at Allied Maritime Command (MARCOM) told a 
delegation visiting the United Kingdom that “Russia is 
operating all over the Atlantic at its highest level since 
the Cold War.” They also warned that Russia’s increased 
presence in the North Atlantic poses a very real challenge 
to Allied control of the crucial corridors between Greenland, 
Iceland, and the United Kingdom, known as the GIUK gap. 

Sir Nicholas Soames and Ms Alleslev also warn that 
Russia’s new submarines are faster and stealthier, and 
can deliver powerful payloads more accurately than their 

An Assembly 
delegation visiting 
the aircraft carrier 
USS Eisenhower in 
Norfolk, Virginia in 
October 2019

https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-dsctc-report-evolving-security-north-atlantic-soames-138-dsctc-19-e-fin
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-dsctc-report-evolving-security-north-atlantic-soames-138-dsctc-19-e-fin
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-anti-submarine-warfare-rebuilding-capability-preparing-future-alleslev-150-stc
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/new-nordic-resilience-display-parliamentary-delegations-visit-stockholm
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/icelands-role-transatlantic-security-growing
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/alliance-adaptation-and-innovation-top-agenda-recent-visit-norfolk-virginia-and-washington-dc
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/defence-innovation-and-experimentation-vital-maintain-natos-st-edge
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THE ALLIANCE IN THE DIGITAL AGE

political independence, or national security and could, 
thus, lead them to invoke Article 5.” Consequently, an 
Assembly resolution pressed Allies to fulfil the cyber 
commitments they made to each other.

During a visit to Allied Command Transformation in the 
United States, members were briefed on NATO’s efforts to 
drive cyber adaptation. While visiting the United Kingdom, 
delegates learned how its National Cyber Security Centre 
brings government agencies together with the private 
sector and citizens, and how British defence companies 
deal with the cyber problem. In France, Assembly members 
discussed how France tackles disinformation and cyber 
security, in France, members also participated in a forum 
on “Is Democracy in Danger in the Information Age?”.

Digital technologies are increasingly shaping the global 
economy, notes Jean-Marie Bockel (France) in his report 
on digital markets and cyber security. These changes 
are restructuring almost all businesses across the board. 
Unfortunately, this has led to a burgeoning threat to privacy, 

Every sphere of human society is becoming more 
connected. Digitalisation is revolutionising the global 
economy. In a little over a decade, artificial intelligence has 
moved out of the laboratories and into consumer’s hands. 
While such developments hold enormous potential, they 
also present challenges. Cyber threats are skyrocketing. 
The digital revolution is causing concerns over security, 
privacy, and a ‘digital divide’. AI presents technical 
challenges as well as ethical and legal questions. In 2019, 
the NATO PA put a spotlight on all these opportunities and 
challenges of the Digital Age.

Cyber space is now a theatre of competition and conflict. 
Cyber security, defence, and deterrence have, therefore, 
become a matter of urgency for NATO and the Assembly. 
In her 2019 report on NATO’s cyber posture, Susan Davis 
(United States) shows that NATO continues to strengthen 
its efforts in cyber security, defence, and deterrence. 
However, she urges, “This progress should not lead to 
complacency. NATO must remain laser-focused on cyber 
attacks that could threaten an Ally’s territorial integrity, 

Susan Davis 
(United States), 
General Rapporteur 
of the Science 
and Technology 
Committee, at the 
Spring Session in 
Bratislava, Slovakia 
in June 2019

https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-459-stc-strengthening-nato-cyber-security-defence-and-deterrence
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/alliance-adaptation-and-innovation-top-agenda-recent-visit-norfolk-virginia-and-washington-dc
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/defence-innovation-and-experimentation-vital-maintain-natos-st-edge
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/france-concerned-about-homegrown-terrorist-threat
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-north-american-and-european-approaches-digital-markets-and-cyber-security-bockel-141
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-cyber-age-strenghtening-security-and-defence-stabilising-deterrence
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“NATO and the Allies have made cyber security, defence, 
and deterrence an unambiguous part of NATO’s core tasks 
and implemented the steps to make this a reality.” 
Susan Davis, General Rapporteur of the Science and Technology Committee

forces. He argues that NATO must continue investing in 
defence-related AI to capitalise on the opportunities. 
However, Allies must also ensure that the defence 
technology gap between Allies remains manageable. 
Moreover, AI demands reflection on ethical, legal, and 
social questions. He stresses that these questions must be 
fully addressed, “including privacy considerations and the 
definition of appropriate human involvement in decisions 
about the use of force”.

During a visit to Singapore, members examined how 
digitalisation, AI, and cyber threats are inevitably linked, as 
the country strives to become hyperconnected. Digitalisation, 
often enabled by AI, cannot succeed without cyber security 
– a lesson Singapore learnt the hard way after several high-
profile breaches. The confluence of these digital technologies 
means Allies must also increase their responses to hybrid 
threats – an area where Allies have much to learn from 
partner nations. During a visit to Stockholm, for instance, 
delegates learnt how to tackle such threats through a ‘total 
defence’ concept, involving all parts of society.

a ‘digital divide’ in societies, and the potential to manipulate 
democratic politics. “Democracies need to work together as 
they face both economic competition and digital security 
and economic challenges from rivals guided by very different 
political, social and international objectives”, he argues. They 
must do so with shared societal values in mind – an issue also 
addressed during a visit to the OECD Headquarters in Paris.

During a visit to the United States, members met with 
officials from Boeing, Amazon, and Microsoft to explore 
how technological innovation is changing business models 
and how companies cope with increasingly sophisticated 
cyber threats. The threat is also felt in Europe, as members 
learned in meetings at SAP, a German data management 
company focused on digital security. 

AI technologies and applications are already transforming 
many civilian sectors – from telecommunications to 
transportation and medical sciences, as well as in security 
and defence. In his report, Matej Tonin examines AI’s 
opportunities, challenges, and uncertainties in the armed 

Matej Tonin (Slovenia), Chairperson of  
the Sub-Committee on Technology Trends  
and Security at the Annual Session in London, 
United Kingdom in October 2019

Jean-Marie Bockel (France), Rapporteur of  
the Sub-Committee on Transatlantic Economic 
Relations at the Annual Session in London,  
United Kingdom in October 2019

https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-mission-report-stc-singapore-6-9-may-2019-202-stc-19-e
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/new-nordic-resilience-display-parliamentary-delegations-visit-stockholm
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/support-alliance-remains-strong-ever-nato-parliamentarians-heard-during-visit-united-states
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-mission-report-escter-pcnp-germany-18-21-march-114-joint-19-e
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NATO’S OPEN DOOR POLICY 

flagship partnership initiative – the Rose-Roth programme. 
The event commemorated the Assembly’s important 
contributions to NATO’s partnership and Open Door 
policies. More importantly, it charted a way forward for 
outreach to and engagement with partners.

Throughout the year, the Assembly supported and 
monitored the process of ratification of the Accession 
Protocol for North Macedonia. At the end of 2019, all but 
one Allied nation had ratified the Protocol. In February, the 
Assembly organised a parliamentary training programme 
for the parliament of North Macedonia. At a March 
meeting in Zagreb, the Assembly also made all necessary 
decisions to prepare for North Macedonia’s membership in 
the NATO PA. 

2019 was a year of milestones regarding NATO’s Open Door 
policy. On 6 February, Allies signed the Accession Protocol 
of the Republic of North Macedonia. In Ukraine, the newly 
elected President and parliament reaffirmed the country’s 
Euro-Atlantic aspirations. Visits of the North Atlantic Council 
to Ukraine and Georgia demonstrated the Alliance’s continuing 
support for both nations. In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 
issue of submitting the first Annual National Programme 
dominated the political agenda, following the activation of the 
Membership Action Plan in December 2018.

The NATO PA remains a champion of the Open Door 
policy and enshrined its steadfast support in two 2019 
resolutions. This commitment was on full display in April 
when the Assembly celebrated the 100th seminar of its 

Senator Jane Cordy 
(Canada), Chairperson 
and former Rapporteur 
of the Sub-Committee 
on Democratic 
Governance, at the 
Spring Session in 
Bratislava, Slovakia in 
May 2019

“Ukraine has consolidated itself as a democratic European 
nation and its European path is increasingly entrenched. 
The NATO PA will continue to be a steadfast champion of 
Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integration.” 
Senator Jane Cordy, Chairperson of the Sub-Committee on Democratic Governance

https://nato-pa.int/news/macedonian-mps-visit-nato-hq-prepare-upcoming-accession
https://www.nato-pa.int/documents?keys=&field_year_value=All&sort_by=field_year_value&field_document_type_target_id%5B4%5D=4
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/nato-parliamentary-assembly-celebrated-value-partnerships-100th-rose-roth-seminar
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I n  h e r  r e p o r t  o n  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  U k r a i n e ,  
Jane Cordy (Canada) highlights improvements amid 
continued Russian destabilisation five years after the  
pro-European Maidan revolution. She welcomes President  
Volodymyr Zelensky’s recent peace initiative but underlines 
that the ultimate goal must be the full restauration of 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity. She urges the Euro-Atlantic 
community not to “succumb to ‘Ukraine fatigue’” and to 
continue providing crucial support to the country. “The 
success of European Ukraine would dramatically change 
the geopolitical situation in Europe and increase overall 
security”, she writes.

Then-President Moon also met senior leaders in Ukraine 
and Georgia. In June, she met President Zelensky in Kyiv. 
He reaffirmed his commitment to Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic 
integration and the reform process. During a Georgia visit 
in September, she met with all senior political leaders, 
expressing the Assembly’s support for the country’s  
Euro-Atlantic aspirations. The year ended however 
with concern over the authorities’ backtracking on the 
introduction of a fully proportional election system for the 
2020 parliamentary elections. 

Demonstrating the Assembly’s commitment to democratic 
elections, members also participated in three International 
Election Monitoring Missions in Ukraine in 2019, namely 
the March and April presidential elections, and the July 
early parliamentary elections.

The Assembly continued to follow North Macedonia’s reform 
processes. Ausrine Armonaite (Lithuania) drafted a report 
on the state of its economic and political transition. Noting 
recent progress, she argues “more and sustained support will 
be needed to encourage this country to see through essential 
democratic reforms, including the fight against corruption and 
judicial modernisation.” In March, a NATO PA delegation visited 
North Macedonia and held high level meetings on next steps 
on NATO accession, EU membership, and domestic reforms. 

Then-President Moon also lauded the Prespa agreement 
which overcame long-lasting disagreements between 
neighbours. When meeting the then-Speaker of the Hellenic 
Parliament, Nikolaos Voutsis, she expressed hope that “the 
Prespa agreement will contribute to peace and stability in 
your neighbourhood and in the whole Alliance”. Addressing 
NATO PA members in North Macedonia, Prime Minister 
Zoran Zaev said that NATO accession would spur more focus 
on resolving other key tensions in the Western Balkans. 

In 2019, the Assembly consistently demonstrated its 
support for Georgia and Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations, 
and their efforts to redress Russia’s violations of their 
territorial integrity. The Ukraine-NATO Interparliamentary 
Council (UNIC) and the Georgia-NATO Interparliamentary 
Council (GNIC) embody the Assembly’s special partnerships. 
The UNIC met at NATO Headquarters in January and in 
Lviv in June. The GNIC also met at NATO Headquarters in 
February and held meetings in Tbilisi in September. 

Ausrine Armonaite 
(Lithuania), 
Rapporteur of the 
Sub-Committee 
on Transition and 
Development, at 
the Spring Session  
in Bratislava, 
Slovakia in May 
2019

https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-cdsdg-report-ukraine-five-years-after-revolution-dignity-133-cdsdg-19-e-rev-1-fin
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/ukraine-moving-forward-euro-atlantic-integration
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/nato-pa-president-madeleine-moon-reiterates-support-georgias-aspiration-nato-membership
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/ukraine-election-competitive-legal-issues-remain-international-observers-say
https://www.nato-pa.int/news/ukraines-early-parliamentary-elections-respected-fundamental-freedoms-were-marred-malpractice
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-esctd-report-north-macedonia-political-change-nato-accession-and-economic-transition
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-mission-report-esctd-skopje-republic-north-macedonia-115-esctd-19-e
https://nato-pa.int/news/nato-pa-president-welcomes-adoption-prespa-agreement-hellenic-parliament
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-mission-report-esctd-skopje-republic-north-macedonia-115-esctd-19-e
https://nato-pa.int/news/leaders-republic-north-macedonia-see-nato-accession-key-regional-stabilisation-and-domestic
https://nato-pa.int/news/nato-pa-reaffirms-solidarity-ukraine-takes-stock-kyivs-reforms-and-priorities
https://nato-pa.int/news/nato-pa-president-madeleine-moon-reiterates-support-georgias-aspiration-nato-membership
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 EDUCATION AND COMMUNICATION 
ABOUT NATO

The Working Group gathered an impressive amount of 
best national practices which could be shared with and 
possibly replicated in other member states. These include: 

• standard requirements for security and NATO-related 
issues in history and social sciences classes;

• elective courses for pupils on security and defence;
• relevant essay competitions, student debates, and 

simulation games; 
• military camp experiences for young students in 

cooperation with the armed forces and visits to NATO 
bases and institutions;

• training programmes for teachers focusing on security, 
defence, and NATO;

• NATO membership days to promote NATO and its 
underpinning values; and

• online games and quizzes such as NATONIA.

The report also included proposals raised by delegates 
themselves. For instance, then-President Madeleine Moon 
presented an outline lesson on NATO. The lesson aims 
to increase knowledge and understanding of what NATO 
stands for, why it was formed, how it works, and what its 
benefits and challenges are. 

NATO’s ability to meet today and tomorrow’s security 
challenges depends on public support in member states. Yet, in 
a time when disinformation seems ubiquitous, it has become 
more difficult for Allied governments and parliaments to 
explain to their publics why NATO remains indispensable. It is, 
therefore, essential to improve and deepen public knowledge 
about NATO’s structures, functions, and missions.

In 2017, the Assembly established a Working Group 
on Education and Communication about NATO. Under 
the leadership of Dr Karl A. Lamers (Germany) and in  
cooperation with NATO’s Public Diplomacy Division, the 
Working Group explored areas where the Assembly and its 
members could add value and contribute to both NATO’s 
efforts and efforts on national level. 

In 2018, the Working Group conducted a survey of best 
national practices on teaching about NATO and other 
security topics. In 2019, the survey’s results were analysed 
and synthesised in a report adopted at the Annual Session. 
The report shows that some member states are very 
active and innovative in reaching out to young people, 
creating interest in NATO and global security. Other Allies, 
however, assign a lower emphasis to the issue.

Prof Dr Karl A. 
Lamers (Germany), 
Chairman of 
the NATO PA 
Working Group 
on Education and 
Communication 
about NATO, at the 
Annual Session 
in London, United 
Kingdom in October 
2019

https://www.natonia.com/
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“We have found that the level of awareness of what NATO is 
and what it does varies greatly among our countries. There is 
an urgent need to do more. But the good news is that there 
are many things that we can learn from each other.” 
Prof Dr Karl A. Lamers (Germany), Chairman of the NATO PA Working Group on Education and Communication about NATO

Mrs Moon and members of the Bureau discussed the value 
of NATO with about 120 pupils from 12 London secondary 
schools. While visiting Washington, D.C., current Acting 
President Attila Mesterhazy and Matej Tonin, Chairperson of 
the Sub-Committee on Technology Trends and Security, held 
a panel discussion on transatlantic relations and US grand 
strategy with students of Johns Hopkins University’s School 
of Advanced International Studies (SAIS).

NATO Parliamentarians also engaged with the young 
audiences in NATO partner countries – from Lviv, 
Ukraine to Amman, Jordan. On the margins of the joint  
Rose-Roth and GSM seminar in Antalya, Turkey, Assembly 
members played a friendly football match with young 
Syrian refugees. “For these young boys, soccer is a means 
to overcome many of the hardships and traumas they 
have experienced as a result of the war. I am glad my 
colleagues in the NATO Parliamentary Assembly and other 
partner nations were able to witness the healing effect 
that sport can have”, Vice President Osman Askin Bak 
(Turkey) underlined.

Members of the Assembly were encouraged to use the 
report as a source of ideas for promoting education about 
NATO among their constituents. For example, through his 
Peace Foundation, Dr Lamers invited students to submit 
essays on the question “NATO@70 – How can the Alliance 
continue to contribute to peace and freedom in the future?”. 
The three winners of the Dr Karl A. Lamers Peace Prize were 
announced at the NATO PA Annual Session. 

The report’s publication concluded the activities of the Working 
Group. However, the Assembly decided to institutionalise the 
issue of information and communication about NATO. The 
Committee on the Civil Dimension of Security will lead the 
Assembly’s future efforts on these issues.

Throughout the year, Assembly members periodically 
engaged with the young generation during Assembly sessions 
and Committee visits. On the margins of the Spring Session 
in Bratislava, then-President Madeleine Moon and Martin 
Fedor, Head of the Slovakian delegation, met with students 
at Comenius University. Ahead of the Annual Session,  

Then-President Madeleine Moon (United Kingdom) 
reaching out to London school children during 
the Annual Session in London, United Kingdom in 
October 2019

A pupil from a London secondary school during 
a debate with Bureau members ahead of the 
Annual Session in London, United Kingdom in 
October 2019

https://www.nato-pa.int/news/nato-pa-seminar-turkey-reviews-ongoing-shifts-middle-east-and-africa-possible-responses
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WOMEN IN PEACE, SECURITY,  
AND DEFENCE

countries “to foster the implementation of NATO’s Women, 
Peace, and Security agenda and to mainstream gender 
through all NATO policies”.

Over the years, the Assembly has regularly provided 
updates on national and NATO-level implementation of 
Resolution 1325. In 2020, an in-depth report will, once 
again, appraise progress and lay out a path forward.

The Assembly leads by example. In 2017, the Assembly 
produced its f irst comprehensive review of gender 
considerations within the organisation. The review led 
to measures to mainstream gender in its activities 
and promote a fairer representation of women in the 
Assembly. The NATO PA Secretary General now produces 
an annual progress report on this matter. 

2020 marks the 20th anniversary of UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security. The 
Assembly remains an avid champion of this UN agenda 
and its key principle: women must be equal partners in 
the pursuit of peace and security. Members of parliament 
can make substantial contributions to turn this principle 
into a reality. 

In her report on reaffirming NATO’s values, Ulla Schmidt 
praises NATO’s support of Resolution 1325. As NATO delivers 
on a 2018 policy and action plan, Assembly members 
remain “steadfast advocates of the implementation of the 
[Women, Peace and Security] agenda on the parliamentary 
level and continue to engage with NATO in this area”, she 
writes. In a 2019 resolution sponsored by Ms Schmidt, the 
Assembly urged governments and parliaments in NATO 

Joëlle Garriaud-Maylam (France), Chairperson of the Committee on the Civil Dimension of Security,  
at the Women in Defence meeting in London, United Kingdom in November 2019

https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-70-reaffirming-alliances-values-general-report-schmidt-132-cds-19-e-rev-1-fin
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-457-nato-70
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“I want to make sure that 
the Assembly’s women are 
fully and equally engaged 
in our work, and that our 
discussions adequately 
incorporate a gender 
perspective.” 
Then-President Madeleine Moon (United Kingdom)

event enabled members to share their perspectives on 
how to make the most of the opportunities offered by the 
Assembly. She also made it clear to the full Assembly that 
this topic should remain a priority.

In London, female Assembly members had in-depth 
discussions with Clare Hutchinson, the NATO Secretary 
General’s Special Representative for Women, Peace and 
Security, and Sarah MacIntosh, the United Kingdom’s 
Ambassador to NATO. Ms Hutchinson laid out the NATO 
agenda based on inclusiveness, integration, and integrity, 
the organisation’s Women’s Defence Dialogue, and 
cooperation with universities and academic institutions to 
further women’s role in security and defence. Ambassador 
MacIntosh underlined that the situation for women in 
defence has changed for the better, even at the highest 
NATO level. She and fellow ambassadors will strive to 
make sure that this change becomes permanent. Going 
forward, the Assembly will continue to play both direct and 
supporting roles.

In March 2019, the second progress report concluded that 
gender-related issues featured regularly in the Assembly’s 
activities, reports, and resolutions during the 2018 review 
period. However, there remains a gender imbalance in 
the Assembly’s ranks. At the end of 2018, the proportion 
of women in national delegations stood at around 15   %, 
and unfortunately, elections in 10 member countries did 
not lead to a more representative gender balance in the 
subsequent new delegations. More positively, women are 
proportionately better represented among the Assembly’s 
elected officials. Over half of the female members of 
the Assembly held an elected office, and they accounted 
for 25  % of elected officers of the Committees and  
Sub-Committees. 

Undoubtedly, more work needs to be done. That is why 
then-President Madeleine Moon arranged for events 
at the 2019 Spring and Annual Sessions under the 
banner “Women in Defence”. In Bratislava, she hosted 
a networking lunch for female Assembly members. The 

Susan Davis (United States)

Assembly members at the Women in Defence meeting in London, United Kingdom in November 2019



36

THE NATO PA’S BUDGET AND 
FINANCES FOR 2018-2019 

fairly presents the financial year-end position, the financial 
performance, and cash flows for the year as well as whether 
accounts are properly supported by underlying records and 
source documentation. In addition, IBAN also considers 
whether transactions are in compliance with budgetary 
authorisations and applicable NATO PA regulations.

Because the audit takes place in the spring of the 
following year, the figures below are the audited financial 
statements for 2018. The 2019 audited finances will be 
made public on the NATO PA website in June 2020.

CONTRIBUTIONS 2018 FROM MEMBER COUNTRIES
Based on the NATO Civil budget key

FUNDING SOURCES 

Most of the Assembly’s funding comes from contributions 
from the parliaments or governments of member nations. 
National contributions are determined according to the 
same budget key used for the NATO civil budget (see the 
repartition below). The Assembly also receives a subsidy 
from NATO.

Over the past 20 years, special contributions have been 
made at various points by the United States Agency for 
International Development, DCAF – the Geneva Centre 
for Security Sector Governance, the governments of 
Switzerland, Norway, Luxembourg, and Denmark, as well 
as NATO to support the Assembly’s Rose-Roth outreach 
seminars and training programmes.

THE ASSEMBLY’S BUDGET

The annual budget presented below is used to cover 
the International Secretariat’s operating costs. National 
delegations are responsible for funding the participation 
of their members in Assembly activities.

The Assembly’s budget amounted to EUR 3.9 million in 
2018 and EUR 4.0 million in 2019. Execution of the budget 
led to a surplus of EUR 31,000 at the end of 2018. 

BUDGETARY PROCESS AND AUDIT

The Assembly’s Treasurer, a parliamentarian who is an 
elected officer of the Assembly and who ensures that 
the budget is consistent with the Assembly’s political 
objectives, is responsible for drafting the Assembly’s budget. 
The Treasurer submits the draft budget to the Standing 
Committee and the full Assembly for consideration and 
adoption. The Secretary General implements the budget 
under the oversight of the Treasurer.

The Assembly’s finances are audited by the International 
Board of Auditors for NATO (IBAN). In its audit, IBAN 
considers whether, in accordance with the Financial 
Reporting Framework adopted by the Assembly’s Standing 
Committee, the information in the financial statements 

Member countries Key % Contribution
Albania 0.0841% € 3,227
Belgium 1.9506% € 74,858
Bulgaria 0.3390% € 13,010
Canada 6.3763% € 244,701
Croatia 0.2776% € 10,653
Czech Republic 0.9788% € 37,563
Denmark 1.2157% € 46,655
Estonia 0.1157% € 4,440
France 10.4986% € 402,902
Germany 14.7638% € 566,586
Greece 0.9801% € 37,613
Hungary 0.7041% € 27,021
Iceland 0.0597% € 2,291
Italy 8.1400% € 312,386
Latvia 0.1478% € 5,672
Lithuania 0.2379% € 9,130
Luxembourg 0.1569% € 6,021
Montenegro 0.0270% € 1.039
Netherlands 3.1985% € 122,748
Norway 1.6472% € 63,214
Poland 2.7683% € 106,238
Portugal 0.9725% € 37,321
Romania 1.1384% € 43,688
Slovakia 0.4784% € 18,359
Slovenia 0.2109% € 8,094
Spain 5.5534% € 213,121
Turkey 4.3819% € 168,163
United Kingdom 10.4581% € 401,347
United States 22.1387% € 849,610

100.0000% € 3,837,671

https://nato-pa.int/content/funding-and-financial-statements
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE AT 31ST DECEMBER 2018

INCOME EXPENDITURE

ANNUAL BUDGET 2018 2018

Contributions Expenditure

Contributions from Member Countries € 3,837,671.00 Chapter 1 Personnel Costs € 2,754,570.12

NATO Subsidy € 52,450.00 Chapter 2 Operational Costs € 402,140.89

Chapter 3 Sessions € 392,376.28

Chapter 4 Missions, Seminars, External 
Relations € 336,800.71

€ 3,890,121.00 € 3,885,888.00

Financed By Provisions and Prior Year Surplus

Update of the budget € 0.00

Use of provisions € 0.00

Funding Outreach Programme

Swiss Ministry of Defence € 30,000.00

€ 30,000.00

Total Budget for the Year € 3,920,121.00

Other Income

Less subsidy NATO € -850.00

Investment Income € 943.87  

Interest on Term Deposits € 692.96  

Gains (Losses) on Exchange € -4,674.59

Other Income € 440.83

€ -3,446.93

Total Income € 3,916,674.07 Total Expenditure € 3,885,888.00

Excess of Receipts over Expenditure € 30,786.07
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APPENDIX 1: 2019 REPORTS  
AND RESOLUTIONS 

REPORTS

COMMITTEE ON THE CIVIL DIMENSION OF SECURITY (CDS)
• General Report
  NATO @ 70: Reaffirming the Alliance’s Values
 Ulla Schmidt (Germany)
•  Report of the Sub-Committee on Democratic 

Governance
  Ukraine: Five Years after the Revolution of Dignity
 Jane Cordy (Canada)
• Special Report
 Border Security
 Lord Jopling (United Kingdom)

DEFENCE AND SECURITY COMMITTEE (DSC)
• General Report
  A New Era for Nuclear Deterrence? Modernisation, Arms 

Control, and Allied Nuclear Forces
 Joseph A. Day (Canada)
•  Report of the Sub-Committee on Future Security 

and Defence Capabilities
  NATO Exercises – Evolution and Lessons Learned
 Lara Martinho (Portugal)
•  Report of the Sub-Committee on Transatlantic 

Defence and Security Cooperation
  Evolving Security in the North Atlantic 
  Nicholas Soames (United Kingdom)

ECONOMICS AND SECURITY COMMITTEE (ESC)
•  Report of the Sub-Committee on Transatlantic 

Economic Relations
  North American and European Approaches to Digital 

Markets and Cyber Security
 Jean-Marie Bockel (France)

•  Report of the Sub-Committee on Transition and 
Development

  The Republic of North Macedonia: Political Change, 
NATO Accession and Economic Transition

 Ausrine Armonaite (Lithuania)

POLITICAL COMMITTEE (PC)
• General Report
  Security and Stability in Africa – Challenges and 

Opportunities for NATO
 Julio Miranda Calha (Portugal)
•  Report of the Sub-Committee on NATO 

Partnerships
  NATO-Russia Relations – a Snapshot 
 Miro Kovac (Croatia)
•  Report of the Sub-Committee on Transatlantic 

Relations
  NATO@70: Why the Alliance Remains Indispensable
  Gerald E. Connolly (United States)

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE (STC)
• General Report
  NATO in the Cyber Age: Strengthening Security and 

Defence, Stabilising Deterrence
 Susan Davis (United States)
•  Report of the Sub-Committee on Technology 

Trends and Security
  Artificial Intelligence: Implications for NATO’s Armed Forces 
 Matej Tonin (Slovenia)
• Special Report
  NATO Anti-Submarine Warfare: Rebuilding Capability, 

Preparing for the Future
 Leona Alleslev (Canada)

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

•  NATO@70: Celebrating 70 Years of Peace and Security 
Through Unity

•  Reaffirming Commitment to NATO’S Founding Principles 
and Values

•  Recent Developments in Afghanistan
•  Strengthening NATO Cyber Security, Defence, and 

Deterrence
•  Supporting NATO’S Post-INF Treaty Defence and 

Deterrence Posture
•  Tackling Security Challenges from Africa

All Assembly reports and policy recommendations are available on the NATO PA’s website www.nato-pa.int.

https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-70-reaffirming-alliances-values-general-report-schmidt-132-cds-19-e-rev-1-fin
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-cdsdg-report-ukraine-five-years-after-revolution-dignity-133-cdsdg-19-e-rev-1-fin
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-border-security-134-cds-19-e-rev-1-fin-jopling
https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-modernisation-arms-control-and-allied-nuclear-forces-day-136-dsc-19-e-rev1-fin
https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-modernisation-arms-control-and-allied-nuclear-forces-day-136-dsc-19-e-rev1-fin
https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-dscfc-draft-report-nato-exercices-evolution-and-lessons-learned-martinho-076-dscfc-19
http://https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-dsctc-report-evolving-security-north-atlantic-soames-138-dsctc-19-e-fin
https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-north-american-and-european-approaches-digital-markets-and-cyber-security-bockel-141
https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-north-american-and-european-approaches-digital-markets-and-cyber-security-bockel-141
https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-esctd-report-north-macedonia-political-change-nato-accession-and-economic-transition
https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-esctd-report-north-macedonia-political-change-nato-accession-and-economic-transition
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-pc-report-security-and-stability-africa-challenges-and-opportunities-nato-144-pc-19-e
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-pc-report-security-and-stability-africa-challenges-and-opportunities-nato-144-pc-19-e
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-pcnp-report-nato-russia-relations-snapshot-kovac-145-pcnp-19-e
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato70-why-alliance-remains-indispensable-146-pctr-19-e-rev1-fin
https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-cyber-age-strenghtening-security-and-defence-stabilising-deterrence
https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-cyber-age-strenghtening-security-and-defence-stabilising-deterrence
https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-stcttc-2019-report-artificial-intelligence-tonin-149-stctts-19-e-rev1-fin
https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-anti-submarine-warfare-rebuilding-capability-preparing-future-draft-special
https://nato-pa.int/document/2019-nato-anti-submarine-warfare-rebuilding-capability-preparing-future-draft-special
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-457-nato-70
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-457-nato-70
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/reso-454-cds-commitment-natos-founding-principles-and-values
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/reso-454-cds-commitment-natos-founding-principles-and-values
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-456-recent-developments-afghanistan
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-459-stc-strengthening-nato-cyber-security-defence-and-deterrence
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-459-stc-strengthening-nato-cyber-security-defence-and-deterrence
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-455-post-inf-treaty
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-455-post-inf-treaty
https://www.nato-pa.int/document/resolution-458-tackling-security-challenges-africa
http://www.nato-pa.int
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APPENDIX 2: THE ASSEMBLY’S 
ELECTED OFFICERS 2

BUREAU OF THE ASSEMBLY

2. as of February 2020

PRESIDENT [acting]

Attila 
MESTERHAZY 
(Hungary) 

Osman Askin 
BAK 
(Turkey) 

Philippe
FOLLIOT 
(France) [acting]

Osman Askin 
BAK 
(Turkey) [acting]

Wolfgang 
HELLMICH 
(Germany) [from 1 April 2020] 

Ruxandra 
POPA 

VICE-PRESIDENTS

TREASURER SECRETARY GENERAL

Hon. Michael R. 
TURNER 
(United States)
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COMMITTEE ON THE CIVIL 
DIMENSION OF SECURITY

Chairperson
• Joëlle GARRIAUD-MAYLAM 

(France)

Vice-Chairpersons
• Linda SANCHEZ  

(United States)
• Alessandra MAIORINO (Italy)

General Rapporteur
• Ulla SCHMIDT (Germany)

Special Rapporteur
• Lord JOPLING (United Kingdom)

SUB-COMMITTEE ON DEMOCRATIC 
GOVERNANCE

Chairperson
• Jane CORDY (Canada)

Vice-Chairpersons
• Muhammet Naci CINISLI (Turkey)
• Brett GUTHRIE  

(United States)
• Anissa KHEDHER (France)

Rapporteur
• Angel TILVAR (Romania) 

DEFENCE AND SECURITY 
COMMITTEE

Chairperson
• Michael R. TURNER  

(United States)

Vice-Chairpersons
• Roberta PINOTTI (Italy)
• Paul COOK (United States)
• Andreas LOVERDOS (Greece)

General Rapporteur
• Cédric PERRIN (France)

SUB-COMMITTEE ON FUTURE 
SECURITY AND DEFENCE 
CAPABILITIES

Chairperson
• Alec SHELBROOKE  

(United Kingdom)

Vice-Chairpersons
• Brendan BOYLE (United States)
• Rob BISHOP (United States)
• Utku CAKIROZER (Turkey)

Rapporteur
• Lara MARTINHO (Portugal)

SUB-COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSATLANTIC DEFENCE AND 
SECURITY COOPERATION

Chairperson
• Attila MESTERHAZY (Hungary)

Vice-Chairpersons
• Nicu FALCOI (Romania)
• Gatis EGLITIS (Latvia)
• Rick LARSEN (United States)

Rapporteur (acting)
• Jean-Charles LARSONNEUR 

(France)

ECONOMICS AND SECURITY 
COMMITTEE

Chairperson
• Ivans KLEMENTJEVS (Latvia)

Vice-Chairpersons
• Joe WILSON (United States)
• Jean-Luc REITZER (France)

General Rapporteur
• Christian TYBRING-GJEDDE 

(Norway)

SUB-COMMITTEE ON TRANSITION 
AND DEVELOPMENT

Chairperson
• Michal SZCZERBA (Poland)

Vice-Chairpersons
• James COSTA (United States)
• Matteo Luigi BIANCHI (Italy)

Rapporteur
• Ausrine ARMONAITE (Lithuania)

SUB-COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSATLANTIC ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS

Chairperson
• Faik OZTRAK (Turkey)

Vice-Chairpersons
• John SPELLAR  

(United Kingdom)
• Cristiano ANASTASI (Italy)
• Gregory MEEKS (United States)

Rapporteur
• Jean-Marie BOCKEL (France)

POLITICAL COMMITTEE

Chairperson
• Lord CAMPBELL OF PITTENWEEM 

(United Kingdom)

Vice-Chairpersons
• Liv Signe NAVARSETE (Norway)
• Gilbert ROGER (France)
• Plamen MANUSHEV (Bulgaria)

General Rapporteur
• Gerald CONNOLLY (United States)
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON NATO 
PARTNERSHIPS

Chairperson
• Miro KOVAC (Croatia)

Vice-Chairpersons
• Paolo FORMENTINI (Italy)
• Martin KLUS (Slovakia)
• Ahmet Berat CONKAR (Turkey)

Rapporteur
• Sonia KRIMI (France)

SUB-COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSATLANTIC RELATIONS

Chairperson
• Karl A. LAMERS (Germany)

Vice-Chairpersons
• Filemon VELA (United States)
• Vergil CHITAC (Romania)
• Ojars Eriks KALNINS (Latvia)

Rapporteur
• Ahmet YILDIZ (Turkey)

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
COMMITTEE

Chairperson
• Kevan JONES (United Kingdom)

Vice-Chairpersons
• Njall Trausti FRIDBERTSSON 

(Iceland)
• Jean-Christophe LAGARDE 

(France)
• Sven KOOPMANS (Netherlands)

General Rapporteur
• Susan DAVIS (United States)

Special Rapporteur
• Leona ALLESLEV (Canada)

SUB-COMMITTEE ON TECHNOLOGY 
TRENDS AND SECURITY

Chairperson
• Matej TONIN (Slovenia)

Vice-Chairpersons
• Sven CLEMENT (Luxembourg)
• Karl-Heinz BRUNNER (Germany)
• Kamil Okyay SINDIR (Turkey)

Rapporteur
• Philippe MICHEL-KLEISBAUER 

(France)

MEDITERRANEAN AND MIDDLE 
EAST SPECIAL GROUP

Chairperson
• Philippe FOLLIOT (France)

Vice-Chairpersons
• Gilbert ROGER (France)
• Bob STEWART (United Kingdom)
• Manoussos K. VOLOUDAKIS 

(Greece)

Rapporteur
• Ahmet Berat CONKAR (Turkey)

UKRAINE-NATO 
INTERPARLIAMENTARY 
COUNCIL (UNIC)

Co-Chairpersons
• Ojars Eriks KALNINS (Latvia)
• Ruslan STEFANCHUK (Ukraine)

Members of the NATO PA
• Genci NIMANBEGU (Montenegro)
• Aleksandrs KIRSTEINS (Latvia)
• Bob STEWART (United Kingdom)
• Nicu FALCOI (Romania)
• Adriano PAROLI (Italy)
• Douglas CHAPMAN  

(United Kingdom)
• Karl A. LAMERS (Germany)
• Liv Signe NAVARSETE (Norway)
• Sverre MYRLI (Norway)
• Ivans KLEMENTJEVS (Latvia)

Alternate Members of the NATO PA
• Vernon WHITE (Canada)
• Piotr APEL (Poland)
• Sirin UNAL (Turkey)
• Josef HAJEK (Czech Republic)
• Philippe MICHEL-KLEISBAUER 

(France)
• Ojars Eriks KALNINS (Latvia)

MEMBERS OF THE VERKHOVNA 
RADA OF UKRAINE

• Ruslan STEFANCHUK
• Ivanna KLYMPUSH-TSINTSADZE
• Bohdan YAREMENKO
• Oleksandr ZAVITNEVYCH
• Yehor CHERNIEV
• Liudmyla BUIMISTER 
• Mariana BEZUHLA 
• Petro POROSHENKO
• Solomiia BOBROVSKA
• Serhiy LARIN 
• Galyna MYKHAILIUK
• Andrii KOZHEMIAKIN
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A YEAR IN 
PICTURES
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PRESIDENCY OF MADELEINE MOON (UNITED KINGDOM)  
(NOVEMBER 2018-DECEMBER 2019)
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SPECIAL TRIBUTE: FORMER ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

The NATO Parliamentary Assembly thanks all members who left the Assembly in 2019 for their outstanding dedication, 
service, and contributions. Each in their own capacity remain ambassadors for the Assembly and the Alliance. Assembly 
members expressed special gratitude and appreciation to former members of the Assembly’s Bureau.

Rasa Jukneviciene (Lithuania), President  
from September 2018 to November 2018

The Rt Hon. Richard Benyon (United Kingdom), Vice-
President from November 2018 to December 2019

Joseph A. Day (Canada), Vice-President  
from November 2016 to November 2018

Miguel Angel Gutiérrez (Spain), Vice-President 
from October 2019 to November 2019

Marc Angel (Luxembourg), Treasurer  
from April 2014 to December 2019

Julio Miranda Calha (Portugal), Vice-President  
from October 2011 to October 2013

Vitalino Canas (Portugal), Vice-President  
from October 2017 to October 2019 

Franklin Van Kappen (Netherlands), Vice-President 
from November 2018 to September 2019
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SPECIAL TRIBUTE: DAVID HOBBS

At the end of 2019, David Hobbs’ mandate as Secretary 
General of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly came to 
an end. He guided and served the Assembly in various 
capacities for 36 years.

Educated as a physicist and political scientist, Mr Hobbs’ 
professional career began in the United Kingdom’s civil 
service, private sector, and Aberdeen University’s Centre 
for Defence Studies. In 1983, he found his true calling 
when he joined the NATO Parliamentary Assembly as 
Director of the Science and Technology Committee. He 
rose to Director of Committees and Studies in 1987, where 
he coordinated the work of all five of the Assembly’s 
Committees. In 1997, he became Deputy Secretary 
General, and was appointed Secretary General in 2008. 

During his time with the Assembly, Mr Hobbs was instrumental 
in the various changes and adaptations the institution has gone 
through. Those inside and outside the Assembly would agree, 
however, that his professional highlight was his pivotal role in 
the Assembly’s adaptation to the post-Cold War environment. 
This included parliamentary outreach and training programmes, 
assistance with security sector reform and the integration of 
non-member parliaments into the Assembly’s activities.

David Hobbs has left an indelible mark on the history of the 
Assembly, its values, traditions, and bonds. His friends in the 
Assembly’s membership and the International Secretariat 
wholeheartedly thank him for his dedication, commitment, 
and achievements and wish him the absolute best in his 
future endeavours.

David Hobbs addressing the Plenary Session  
of the 2019 Annual Session in London, United 
Kingdom in October 2019

David Hobbs addressing delegates during the 
2018 Parliamentary Transatlantic Forum

David Hobbs and NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg on stage at the 2019 Annual Session 
in London, United Kingdom in October 2019
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COMMITTEE ON THE CIVIL DIMENSION OF SECURITY (CDS)
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DEFENCE AND SECURITY COMMITTEE (DSC)
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ECONOMICS AND SECURITY COMMITTEE (ESC)
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POLITICAL COMMITTEE (PC)
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE (STC)
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MEDITERRANEAN AND MIDDLE EAST SPECIAL GROUP (GSM)
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GEORGIA-NATO INTERPARLIAMENTARY COUNCIL (GNIC)
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UKRAINE-NATO INTERPARLIAMENTARY COUNCIL (UNIC)
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www.nato-pa.int


