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RESOLUTION 456 

 
on 
 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN* 
 

The Assembly, 
 
1. Recalling that Afghanistan remains a high priority for NATO Allies and their international partners, 
whose principal mission is to actively support the stabilisation of Afghanistan and to contribute to the 
establishment of sustainable peace in this country, so that it will never again become a haven for 
international terrorism; 
 
2. Honouring the more than 3,000 NATO and partner country forces who died as part of the effort 
to bring peace and stability to Afghanistan, and recognising the tens of billions of dollars contributed 
by those countries to rebuild and develop Afghanistan; 
 
3. Welcoming the Alliance’s decision at the 2018 Brussels Summit to maintain the Resolute Support 
Mission (RSM), which trains, advises, and assists the Afghanistan National Defense and Security 
Forces (ANDSF) in their mission to protect the people and territory of Afghanistan;  
 
4. Concerned by faltering progress in security sector reform in the country, which impedes ANDSF 
capacity and readiness and prolongs ANDSF dependence on external assistance;  
 
5. Worried about increasing instability and a precipitous rise of civilian casualties due to the 
Taliban’s intensified military efforts to seize more territory and maximise leverage at the negotiating 
table;  

 
6. Troubled by the continued and escalating attacks by the international terrorist group, the ISIL-KP, 
also known as Daesh, in its effort to sow instability and jeopardise peace negotiations; 

 
7. Disappointed the narcotics trade continues to flourish in the country, providing a key income 
source for the Taliban and other armed insurgent groups, fueling widespread institutional corruption, 
particularly in the security and justice sectors, and sustaining a nexus of destabilising criminal networks 
in the country, across the region, and globally; 

 
8. Encouraged by the July 2019 Intra-Afghan Conference for Peace, which brought together a wide 
range of key stakeholders in Afghanistan and agreed on a formula for future inclusive negotiations; 

 

                                                
*  presented by the Defence and Security Committee and adopted by the Plenary Assembly on 

Monday 14 October 2019, London, United Kingdom. 
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9. Urging key parties to the ongoing conflict in Afghanistan to strive for constructive and inclusive 
Intra-Afghan peace negotiations, in order to facilitate a settlement reflecting a shared understanding of 
Afghanistan’s future; 
 
10. Concerned by the impact of factional disagreements inside the National Assembly of Afghanistan 
on the execution of its duties, resulting in its increasing marginalisation by the executive branch in the 
policy-making process; 
 
11. Underlining that only an independent, effective, accountable, and transparent justice sector can 
ensure the establishment of the rule of law, increase trust in the country’s institutions, and mitigate 
corruption; 
 
12. Recalling progress made in key areas to rebuild and strengthen Afghanistan since the fall of the 
Taliban in 2001, including: improved access to running water, electricity, and medicine, increasing 
overall health indices; a stronger and more inclusive educational system; the incorporation of women 
into all sectors of society, particularly law enforcement and peace-building efforts; and a more diverse 
and growing economy;  
 
13. Encouraged both by the significant advances made by Afghan women across all sectors of 
society and by the determination Afghan women have shown in seeking to preserve and safeguard 
those gains; 
 
14. Acknowledging, however, that socioeconomic progress has been highly uneven across the 
country and that international financial support will remain vital to cover Afghanistan’s continuing 
operational budgets and development programmes; 
 
15. Reaffirming the commitment made by NATO member states to extend financial support for 
Afghan security forces through 2024 and recognising the vital role that this support and broader 
development assistance plays in developing the Afghan government and improving the lives of Afghans;  
 
16. URGES member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance and their partners 
contributing to international efforts in Afghanistan: 

 
a. to continue to assist the ANDSF by enhancing the effectiveness of ongoing security assistance 

programmes to build a capable, self-sustaining, and professional military force working to create 
the conditions for enduring peace and stability in Afghanistan; 

b. to maintain their security force assistance missions in Afghanistan until a peace agreement is 
reached to provide a necessary counterbalance to the ongoing efforts by insurgent groups to spoil 
a potential peace settlement, reconstruction efforts, and regional stability; 

c. to fully support inclusive intra-Afghan peace negotiations and to help sustain a resulting peace 
agreement by providing long-term financial and technical assistance to major post-conflict 
challenges, such as the reintegration of former Taliban fighters into society, the promotion of 
economic growth, and the development of the Afghan National Police; 

d. to support the Afghan parliament in its efforts to become an essential legislative body working for 
the broader good of the entire Afghan nation;  

e. to do everything possible to ensure that Afghan women have seats at the table during peace 
negotiations and to support a final settlement that preserves the hard-won rights of Afghan women 
and girls; 
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14.    CALLS UPON the government and National Assembly of Afghanistan: 
 
a.  to insist upon a peace settlement protecting the political, economic, and civil society achievements 

reached in Afghanistan since 2001, and to include the significant and enduring participation of 
women across all sectors of society in that settlement; 

 
b.  to stop factional infighting and respect the Afghan parliament’s rightful role in the legislative 

process, and to accelerate broad-based institutional reforms to create the conditions necessary 
for legitimate and effective governance and the broad enforcement of the rule of law across the 
country. 

 
_____________ 


